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Takeshita named successor to Nakasone 

TOKYO (AP) — Noboru Takeshita, leader of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party s (LDPJ largest faction, will succeed Yasuhnro Naka- 
sooe as party president, and thus as Japan’s prime minister, LDP officials 
awjouuced early Tuesday. They said Mr. Nakasone, who is stepping down 
as LDP leader on ua. 30 after five years in office, made the decision after 
he was oven full authority late Monday to nominate his successor from 
among the three contenders — Mr. Takeshita. Shintaro Abe and Kiichi 
MIyazawa. Mr. Takeshita, 63. a former finance minister and now LDP 
secretary general, is io serve as LDP leader and prime minister for the 
oca two yeare after the ruling conservative party confirms him as new 
party chief at a convention scheduled for Oct. j! . The Diet (Parliament) is 
meet in an extraordinary session, expected to be convened on Nov. 6, to 
elect ten prime minister, a post of which he is assured because of the 
LDP’s large majority. 
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Jordan renews support for Kuwait 

AMMAN (Pctr.il — Hh Ro>ul Hichncv, Crown Prince H.tv, j;i . :fcc 
Regent, on Monday uiiecd Jordan':. concern over the consequences of the 
recent Iranian assault on Kuwait’s temtori.il w .iters and bud Purine e 
telephone call with Kuwaiti Crown Prince and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad A1 Abdullah Al Sabah, the Repent voiced J.ini.in'% total s;i;«ph:: 
Kuwait in defending ns sovereignty and Arab identitv. Ptmcr 'llaw.rt 
reiterated to Sheikh Sabah Jordan's cunJen nation •<{ the recent 
attempt*' ’which atm a; threatening the sccunlv and kahili;*, ir. rh. \r.’.b 
Gulf " Sheikh Sabah pui-ed Jordan for the Kingdom's since: e %:.ir,d 
constant work towards achieving pan -Arab volidantv under the 1c. sic p 

of His Majesty King Hussein. Kuwait w a% the Mitel of >.ci n:i-.s:f* 
attacks b> Iran in past months The talesl jii.icks c.ine »-:i i f:ar-.d is ana 
Friday in which a American-owned LiheM.i;t-li.ip tanker .mj a i $ ■ 
fhceed Kuwaiti tanker were hit 
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King, Shultz 
discuss Mideast 


LONDON (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Monday received 
O.S. Secretary of State George 
'Simla at bis residence in London. 
During tbe meeting His Majesty 
and Mr. Shultz discussed lates't 
developments in the Middle East 
and in the Gulf region. The meet- 
ing was attended by Prime Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai, Chief of the Roval 
Court Marwan Al Qasem and 
Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri. 

Dajani meets 
British ministers 

LONDON (Petra) — Interior 
Minister Rajai Dajani on Mon- 
day held talks with the British 
minister of state for home affairs. 
Timothy Renton. Means of 
strengthening bilateral coopera- 
tion in security was discussed 
between the two ministers. Mr. 
Dajani, started his week-long 
visit to Britain on Saturday. On 
Monday, Mr. Dajani also visited 
the general headquarters of Scot- 
bnaYard. Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Dajani was received by British 
Minister of State for Middle East 
Affairs David Miller for talks on 
the latest developments in the 
.Middle East. 

Parliamentary 
team returns 

..AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s 
■parliamentary delegation to the 
78th meeting of the International 
•Parh'amentary Union (IPU) in 
Bangkok returned home on Mon- 
day. Senator Hazem Nuseibeh 
headed the team, which compris 
ed Parliament Secretary General 
Hani Kheir and Director of Par- 
liamentary Affairs ZaidZuraikat 

Assad meets Musavi 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian 
President Hafez AJ Assad confer- 
red Monday with visiting Iranian 
Prime Minister Hussein Musavi 
on the Gulf war and Iran -Syria 
relations, the official Syrian Arab 
News Agency (SANA) reported. 
Details of the talks, attended by 
Syrian Prime Minister Abdul 
Ffaouf Al Kasm and a high-level 
delegation accompanying Mr. 
Musavi, were not disclosed by 
Syrian sources. 

Yugoslav leader 
collapses in assembly 

BELGRADE (AP) — President 
Lazar Mojsov collapsed Monday 
■in’ the national parliament ana 
was carried from the assembly 
haD in his armchair, but later 
returned and resumed speaking. 
Mr. Mojsov, 67, was giving a 
keynote speech to parliament on 
Yugoslavia’s protracted econo- 
mic and social crisis when he 
[timed pale and was carried out 
cm doctor’s orders. Thirw-five mi- 
nutes later, the president reap- 


peared and sat down to continue 
his speech, 
pared text. 


:h, reading from a pre- 


ovtc 


Northrop asked to pay 
$31m to Khashoggi 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. supreme court let stand on 
Monday a ruling that the aeros- 

S ace and defence contractor 
orthrop Corp must pay J31 mil- 
lion to a company controlled by 
wealthy Saudi " businessman 
Adnan Khashog g i. 

Kuwait begins 
tombing exercises 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait began 
hve bombing exercises in the Gulf 
on Monday. A Kuwaiti Defence 
spokesman told Reuters 
Kuwaiti jets were to practise 
bpnibing naval targets with live 
jnmtinition off Kubbar Island, 
a P out 40 kilometres off its main 
0,1 port of Mina Al Ahmadi. 

Swedish minister 
resignsover spy 
escape 

Stockholm (r) — Swedish 

J ®«ce Minister Sten Wickbom 
on Monday, saying he 
' Ir? , rcs Poaribility for a series 
of bungles which led to the escape 
a Soviet spy from under the 
of the security services. The* 
Sag Bergling, slipped out of 
J? wife s Stockholm flat after he 
, «■ wft unguarded during a 24- 
tour ronjugai leave on Oct. 5.He 
j^ance. disappeared without 


U.S. navy destroys two 
Iranian platforms; Tehran 
sees ‘full-fledged war’ 

Reagan, announcing retaliation for missile attack on 
tanker in Kuwait, warns Iran of stronger action 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAHRAIN — U.S. warships on Monday 
destroyed two Iranian platforms in the Gulf 
in retaliation for last week’s Iranian attack 
on a U.S.-flagged Kuwaiti tanker and 
Tehran declared that America was now 
involved in a “full-fledged war” with Iran 
and vowed a “crushing response. 1 


central Gulf. Iran is known to 
have used offshore oil platforms 
for helicopter and armed speed- 
boat attacks on commercial ship- 
ping. 

In Washington, Defence 
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In Washington, President 
Ronald Reagan described the 
attack on Iranian targets as a 
“prudent and restrained re- 
sponse" to Iranian attacks on 
non-belligerent shipping in the 
Gulf and warned Tehran of stron- 
ger action if the military escala- 
tion continued. 

While the White House said 
the gunfire had wiped out “two 
platforms at one location," Iran 
named two platforms, some 32. 
kilometres apart, as having been 
attacked. 

Before darkness fell, shipping 
executives in the Gulf said sal- 
vage tugs and other craft had 
reported columns of smoke rising 


from the two offshore rigs, listed 
on maps as Rostam and Rakhsh. 
U.S. warships were warning 
other craft away from the area, 
they said. 

The Iranian news agency 
(IRNA) quoted an “informed 
source at the Iranian Oil MiniSr 
try as saying the Americans had 
struck tne platforms, which it 
calls ResaJat and Reshadat, 100 
kilometres from coastal Lavan 
Island, the terminal point for 
underwater pipelines from the 
platforms. 

The platforms, 120 to 150 
kilometres east of the Qatar 
Peninsula, are among several 
permanent drilling rigs in the 


platform 
tion for the attack on the U.S.- 
flagged Sea Isle City tanker in 
Kuwaiti territorial waters last 
Friday. 

Mr. Weinberger said most of 
20 to 30 Iranians on the platform 
abandoned it after receiving 20 
minutes' notice from the U.S. 
warships, and fled in small boats. 

Four destroyers, three of which 
had sailed into the Gulf from the 
Arabian Sea for the specific pur- 
pose, then obliterated the plat- 
form with 1,000 rounds of 5-inch 
gunfire. 

“We consider this matter is 
now dosed." Mr. Weinberger 
said in a nationally televised 
announcement. 

“We do not seek further con- 
frontation with Iran but will be 
prepared to meet^ any f urther 
military escalation tiyTHn with 
stronger retaliation, he added. 


The ships were the guided mis- 
sile destroyers Hoel. John 
Young, Leftwich and Kidd. The 
first three have been operating 
with U.S. navy battle groups in 
the Arabian Sea outside the Gulf. 

The Kidd, known as an 
“Ayatollah Class” vessel because 
it was among four originally built 
for Iran but cancelled after the 
fall of Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi. is a member of the Mid- 
dle East force, the navy's Gulf- 
based escort squadron.' 

Mr. Weinberger said the Ros- 
tam platform was often used by 
Iran “to launch small boat attacks 
against non-belligerent shipping" 
and added that a U.S. helicopter 
was fired on from the platform 
last week. 

At the time, U.S. officials here 
said the helicopter did not return 
fire because it was not certain it 
had been fired upon. 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Fred S. Hoffman told repor- 
ters at least one navy E-2C elec- 
tronic surveillance plane was in 
the area to keep watch over 
Iranian air traffic and that jet 

(Continued on page 3) 


Klibi hopes summit will help contain 
Gulf war and boost Arab solidarity 


TUNIS (Petra) — Arab League 
Secretary-General Chadli Klibi 
said here Monday that the ex- 
traordinary Arab summit sche- 
duled to open in Amman on Nov. 
S would form an important step 
towards containing the lran-Iraq 
war and bolstering Arab soli- 
darity. 

In an address opening tbe sixth 
meeting of the Council of Arab 
Construction and Housing Minis- 
ters in Tunis, Mr. Klibi expressed 
confidence that the Arab coun- 
tries would exert “additional 
efforts towards unifying ranks in 
the face of the common chal- 
lenges facing the Arab Nation.” 

fle said ending the lran-Iraq 
war “is a serious responsibility 
that should be shouldered by the 
United Nations Security Council 
which ought to implement its 
Resolution 59S." 

He called on Iran to reconsider 
its stand and to respond favour- 
ably to the calls of peace that 
emanated from the Arab League 
and regional and international 
organisations and to adhere to 


the tenets and principles of Islam 
which calls for harmony among 
Muslims. 

Mr. Klibi condemned recent 
Iranian missile attacks on ships in 
Kuwaiti waters and voiced the 
Arab World’s solidarity with 
Kuwait. 

On the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
Mr. Klibi said that the proposed 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East should be 
attended by Security Council 
membeis in addition to all con- 
cerned parties. 

Describing the situation in 
occupied Jerusalem as “a real 
human tragedy he said that the 
Arab League was establishing a 
centre in the Holy City to help 
provide protection to the holy 
sites there. 

Mr. Klibi said Israel’s practices 
in Jerusalem and the occupied 
Arab territories contradict all 
principles and international laws. 

Jordan is taking part in the 
meetings of the Council of Arab 
Housing Ministers and is repre- 
sented by Minister of Municipal 


and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment Yousef Ham dan Al 
Jaber. 

Klibi meets Haj Hassan 

Later on Monday, Mr. Klibi 
met with the minister of labour 
and social development, Mr. 
Khaled AJ Haj Hassan. He paid 
tribute to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's efforts towards healing rifts 
within the Arab World ana res- 
toring Arab solidarity through 
the extraordinary Arab summit to 
be held in Amman. 

Mr. Haj Hassan and Mr. Klibi 
reviewed a number of subjects 
related to the work of tbe execu- 
tive bureau of Arab ministers of 
social affairs. 

Mr. Haj Hassan has been 
attending the bureau’s meetings 
which discussed the Arab 
League's support for a special 
social affairs fund. 

Earlier Mr. Haj Hassan met 
with bis Tunisian counterpart 
Abdul Hadi Al Bakkoush and 
reviewed aspects of Tunisian- 
Jordanian cooperation in soda! 
affairs. 


Wall Street 
registers 
record 
plunge 

NEW YORK <R) — Wall Street 
stocks plunged more than 300 
points on Monday, with the Dow 
Jones industrial average below the 
key level of 2,000 at 1,946 in a 

record-breaking decline. 

The seUoff was equal to 13 3 per 
cent, worse than the percentage 
drop on Oct. 29, 1929 that 
heralded the great depression. 

The average was down 300 
points, the first time the index of 
30 leading shares has fallen below 
the 2,000-point milestone since 
Jan. 8. 

Volume surpassed the old re- 
cord of 338 million shares with 
three hours still left in the day. At 
2:15 p.m. EDT (1815 GMT), with 
nearly two hours still left in the 
day, more than 449 million shares 
had traded hands. 

The panic selling has sparked 
declines in other stock markets 
around the world. 

Bedlam reigned at die New 
York Stock Exchange on Monday 
as traders worked frantically to 
keep up with the millions of sell 
orders flooding WaD Street. 

“It is absolutely wild,” said 
Rbett Dupont, a New York Stock 
Exchange official. 


Over 100 killed in 
Jakarta train crash 


JAKARTA (Agencies) — Two 
passenger trains collided head-on 
south of Jakarta on Monday, 
killing more than 80 people and 
injuring 305, police said. 

The accident involved two 
crowded commuter trains which 
tore into each other in a head-on 
collision caused by an apparent 
signals fault, rescue workers said. 


Hospital sources said 86 corp- 
ses were removed from the train 
and 16 victims had died in hospit- 
al. Rescue workers said there 
were several bodies still in the 
wreckage. 

Severed heads and limbs dang- 
led from the mangled steel sheet 
of the crushed railway wagons. 


ignais fault, rescue workers said. Thousands of villagers from the 
Many of the dead and injured nea rby Jakarta suburb of Bintaro 
vere nding on the top of car- crowded the crash site, sand- 
wiched between paddy fields and 
banana trees. 


were 

riages or clinging to the "platforms 
between the wagons, witnesses 
said. Some were children on their 
way to school. 

‘The carnage was like a scene 
from Vietnam,” said one blood- 
splattered nurse. “Eve never seen 
so many severed heads and tom 
limbs.” 

Hundreds of troops worked 
under arc lights as night fell to 
free two boys and two adults 
believed trapped alive within the 
twisted metal and shattered glass 
of the two wrecked trains. 

They crashed in a south Jakarta 
suburb early in the morning. 
Scores of ambulances ferried the 
dead and injured to six hospitals 
in the Indonesian capital where 
emergency wards were crowded 
with wounded. 

It was Indonesia’s worst train 
crash in 20 years, police said. 


Of the 305 injured, police said, 
more than 50 were reported in 
critical condition while about 60 
had been treated in hospitals and 
sent home. 

The driver of one of the trains 
leapt clear after an apparent sig- 
nalling fault sent the two rush- 
hour trains hurtling towards each 
other on the same track. 

Transport Minister Rusmin 
Nurjadin said a thorough inves- 
tigation had been ordered into 
the accident, which was the worst 
train crash since 1968, when 116 
people died in a collision near 
Bogor, a city south of Jakarta. 

He said a check had been 
ordered on signalling systems 
throughout Indonesia, the largest 
country in South-East Asia. 


Israelis 
attack 4 
Arabs in 
Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Four Arabs were 
injured, one of them seriously, 
when Jewish students beat them 
with clubs and iron bars in Arab 
Jerusalem on Monday, police 
said. 

Israeli police said they arrested 
three Jewish students after a- 
chase through narrow market 
streets as other policemen quickly 
moved in to prevent demonstra- 
tions by groups of Arabs who 
rushed to the area. 

The Jewish students attend an 
Israeli religious school estab- 
lished in tbe Old Gty after Israel 
occupied the Holy City in 1967, 
police said. 

The Old City incident was the 
most serious in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip which have 
been the scene ot Palestinian 
demonstrations in the past week. 

At Shuafat Palestinian refugee 
camp near Jerusalem, police fired 
teargas to disperse 60 pupils from 
a local high school, who threw 
stones at passing Israeli cars. No 
injuries or arrests were reported. 

More than 30 protesters block- 
ed a major road in Arab Jeru- 
salem with stones and burning 
tyres, police said. They again 
used teargas to disperse them but 
made no arrests. 

Two convicted 
of Masri killing 

In another development, an 
Israeli army spokesman said Sun- 
day two Arabs from the occupied 
West Bank were convicted m a. 
military court for the murder last' 
year of Palestinian Mayor Zafer 
Al Masri. 

Muad Abdul Samad and 
Ahmad Hanina were convicted of 
killing Mr. Masri, mayor of the 
West Bank city of Nablus, as he 
walked to his office last March. 
Tbe two confessed to the crime, 
the armv spokesman said. 

Samad and Hanina, both from 
villages near Nablus, were identi- 


fied by the army spokesman as 
members of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). 

They were also convicted of the 
killing of an Israeli border police- 
man m Nablus October 1985, and 
Hanina was convicted of the addi- 
tional killing of an Israeli in June 
1985, also in Nablus. 

Military prosecutor Ronen 
Katzetz asked the three-judge 
panel to sentence the two to lire 
in prison, said the army spokes- 
man. The sentence will be 
announced Wednesday, he said. 


Regent reviews plans for 
industrial chemicals plant 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Rinai 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, on Mondji chaired a 
meeting at the headquarter* of 
the Jordanian Industrial Consor- 
tium Enaineerina Company to 
review plans and studies for a 
projected industrial chemicals 
plant. The project, to be set up 
near the southern tip of the Dead 
Sea near the Arab Potash Com- 
pany (APO plant, will be em- 
ploying local raw materials in- 
cluding phosphates. 

According to the company 
director. Omar Abdullah. Icasi- 
bility studies are now being final- 
ised and construction of the pro- 
ject will begin in two years’ time. 

At the 'meeting, "which Mr. 
Abdullah attended, discussion co- 
vered various contacts the com- 
pany has been making with inter- 
national firms in the course of 
preparing feasibility studies for 
the project, and agreement was 
reached on enlisting local and 
foreign expertise in tfie process of 
drawing up designs for the plant. 

Prince Hassan. who addressed 
the meeting, stressed the need for 
involving as manv Jordanian 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, chairs a 
meeting on Monday demoted to reviewing plans for setting up a new 
industrial chemicals plant (Petra photo! 

technicians a\ possible in technic- was reached oil a working plan 
al training processes and involv- covering financial and organtsi- 
ing scientific research centres. tional procedures designed to 
"He said this vital project would speed up the implement ation of 
be one of the major regional the project. 


lajor 

schemes that could he com- 
plementary to petrochemical in- 
dustries in the Gulf region em- 
ploying petrochemical products 
and marketing products abroad. 
During the meeting agreement 


ptojei 

Attending the meeting were 
Minister ol Energy and Mineral 
Resources ihsh.im Al Kh.mb. 
Minister of Panning lane: Ka- 
naan and Roval Scientific S.sactv 
President Jaw ad Al Auasti. 



AFTERMATH OF FLOODS: Vast expanses 

of farmland were destroyed in the Jordan Valley by 
flash floods that hit the region Friday and Saturday 


Shultz ends Mideast visit in Cairo, 
heads for London talks with King 

Jordan rejects any change in 
peace conference framework 


Combined agency’ dispatches 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz wound" up a Middle East 
visit and left for London on Mon- 
day for talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein on Arab-Israeii 
peace efforts. 

Before leaving Cairo, the last 
stop of his trip which included 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. Mr. 
Shultz said he found a “genuine 
preoccupation with the Import- 
ance of peace” in Egypt and 
Israel but admitted that his visit 
broke no new ground in Mideast 
peace efforts. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Shultz said, 
he has had worthwhile and thor- 


ough discussions with Egyptian 
and Israeli leaders which con- 



mportance 
somewhere. 

In Israel, a spokesman said the 
foreign minister. Shimon Peres, 
believes the success of Mr. 
Shultz's visit to the Middle east 
could only be assessed after his 
meetings with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak " in Cairo and 
King Hussein in London. 

“Mr. Peres believes the visit 
was excellent and important but 
there is no point until Mr. Shultz 
meets’ - Mr. Mubarak and the 
King, a press spokesman told 
reporters. 

There was speculation in the 
Israeli press dial Mr. Shultz had 
come up with a new formula to 
advance peace efforts but little 
details were available. Peres 
aides declined ro specify what 
new proposals, if any, Mr’ Shultz 
had to present to Mr. Mubarak 
and the King after three days of 
talks with the Israeli prime minis- 
ter, Yitzhak Shamir, and Mr. 
Peres. 

Mr. Shultz told a news confer- 
ence in Israel on Sunday that he 
had “some things to talk to King 
Hussein about, out I will reserve 
them for him,” 


.AMMAN I J.T.) — Minister of 
Information Mohammad Evhatib 
said Monday Jordan rejects any 
attempt to substitute the 
framework of the proposed inter- 
national peace conference with a 
new limited formula in which the 
Soviet Union will have a limited 
role. 

In an interview with the French 
news agency I AFP) the minister 
said Jordan rejects any change in 
the framework of the conference 
in which all U.N. Security Council 
members along with all parties to 
the conflict should be participat- 
ing on equal footing. 

Mr. Khatib was commenting on 


reports that U.S. Secretary of 
Stale George Shultz had suggested 
to Israel that such a substitute 
formula should be considered 
over the .Arab call for an interna- 
tional conference on (be Middle 
East. 

“Neither Israel nor the U.S. 
has the right to introduce any 
change in the official framework 
of the international conference as 
endorsed by the international 
community." Mr. Khatib was 
quoted as saying by AFP. He said 
a lasting and just peace could be 
reached only through the official 
framework or the international 
conference. 


In Cairo on Monday. Mr. 
Shultz told reporters after two 
and a half hours of talks with Mr. 
Mubarak that he discussed with 
the Egyptian leader the Arab- 
Israelfconflicr. the lran-Iraq war 
and the situation in the Gulf. He 
spoke at the Cairo news confer- 
ence only of Egyptian-U.S. and 
Arab-Israeli questions- and 
ignored questions about U.S. 
military actions in the Gulf. 

Mr. Shultz arrived in an ex- 
tremely right security cordon at 
Cairo international airport. He 
and Mr. Mubarak extended their 
scheduled 30-minute private 
meeting to an hour and a half, 
then met for another hour over 
lunch. 

No reason for the extension 
was given, but Mr. Shultz refer- 
red Io it in his statement to 
reporters. 

“This has been a surprising 
visit,” the secretary said. “We 


thought it would be’ a good idea 
and frequested President Mubar- 
ak that I might have a word with 


him in private. And now. an hour 
and a half later, we join the 


others (in the de!eg;;U«'n)." 

Mr. Shultz said the ultimate 
goal of anv peace procc.v* m the 
region should he direct negotia- 
tions between Israel and the 
Arabs 

"We had worthwhile discus- 
sions about (prospects tor peace) 
in Israel and here. - ' Mr. Shultz 
said, speaking outside Mr. 
Mubarak’s office in his suburban 
palace. 

“1 don't have any particular 
thing to report except The fact 
lhanhere is. as much as any time 
1 have seen it. a genuine preoc- 
cupation with the importance of 
peace, a sense of the genuine 
opportunity that would derive 
from peace. 

"As that leeling mounts. I 
think that maybe it helps us to 
find our way to the kind of direct 
bilateral negotiations that are the 
vehicle for peace as was the case 
between Egypt and Israel. 1 think 
that route is’vindicaied by the fact 
that now we see this relationship 
t between Israel and Esypt) has 
existed, has prospered. It has 
worked." 










Home- Middle East news 


Kuwait reflags another 


oil tanker in Britain 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has put a second oil tanker 
under the British flag to qualify for Royal Navy 
protection against Iranian attacks in the Gulf and It 
pians to reflag a third one in Britain soon, shipping 
sources said on Monday. 

They said ihe Kuwait Oil Tank- tection for its oil tankers early 


er Company (KOTO had recent- this year when Iran stepped up 
!y re-registered the 27,S4i-tonne attacks against shipping assoa- 


sarily strain Royal Navy re- 
sources because the tankers 
would not all be in the Gulf at the 
same time. 

The British-reigstered tanker 
Gentle Breeze was attacked by 
Iranian gunboats in the northern 
Gulf last month, but Britain said 
it had no plans to increase its 
naval presence. 


Egyptian 
Navy to buy 
U.S., Dutch 
minehunters 


Afghan rebels confirm Iran stole Stingers 


- log 
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stole Stinsers : 0 


refined products carrier Ras A! 
Jlayah under Britain's red ensign 
as 'the Chilham Castle. 


A sister ship, the Ras Ai Bar- 
shah. would ne re-registered in 


Britain by the end of next month, 
the sources said. 

In August. KOTC re-ree- 
istered the 265.679-tonne crude 
oil carrier A I Faiha in Britain 
under the name Tonbridge. 

All three ships will be owned 


by a company called Kent Pet- 
roleum. which Kuwait purchased 


from the Brirish group, Ultramar 
Company, in April. 

Kuwait first sought foreign pro- 


ated with the emirate in retalia- 
tion for its support for Iraq in the 
Gulf war. 

The emirate has arranged to 
put 11 of its 22-stronc tanker fleet 
under the Stars and Stripes. It has 
also chartered three Soviet tank- 
ers and four from the British 
colony of Gibraltar. 

Britain's Royal Navy deploys a 
four-ship- tusk force known as the 
Armilla Patrol in the region to 
accompany British merchant ves- 
sels us far north as Bahrain. 

Shipping sources said the in- 
crease in the number of British- 
flagged tankers would not neces- 


vai presence. 

KOiC Chairman and Manag- 


ing Director Abdul Fattah Al 
Bader meanwhile told a Kuwaiti 
newspaper the emirate’s oil ex- 
ports had not been affected by 
the seven-year Iran-Iraq war. 

“Kuwait has exploited all avail- 
able opportunities to continue 
exporting its oil without any re- 
duction, Al Anbaa quoted him 
as saying. 

He said KOTC made profits of* 
more than two million dinars (S7 
million) in the fiscal year ending 
last June, but predicted lower 
profits this year due to higher 
costs for chartering and operating 
vessels. 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (R) — 
Egypt, anxious to keep its Red 
Sea waters and the Suez Canal 
dear of mines, has decided to buy 
U.S. and Dutch minehunters, Navy 
Commander Major-General 
Sharif Al Sadek has said. 

He told a news conference 
marking the 20th anniversary of 
the sinking of the Israeli des- 
troyer Eilat, that an agreement to 
this effect has been signed with 
the two countries. 

Gen. Sadek, appointed only 
last Tuesday, gave no details of 
the numbers, types or dates for 
the delivery of the new vessels. 

Egypt sought American. 
French and British assistance to 
clear its own Gulf of Suez and 
Red Sea waters of mines which 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) — 
An Afghan resistance leader says 
Iran seized nine U.S.-made Stin- 
ger missiles in a border skirmish 
with Afghan guerrillas in May. 

A U.S. diplomat said Sunday 
the statement tended to confirm a 
report circulating in Washington 
since Iran fired what appeared to 
be a Stinger at a U.S. helicopter 
in the Gulf on Oct. 8. 

Yunis Khalis, head of one of 
the main Muslim parties fighting 
Kabul’s Marxist government ana 
Soviet troops, said Saturday that 
Iranian border guards seized 
ammunition and the advanced 
heat-seeking missiles when 
Afghan guerrillas strayed into 
Iranian territory in late May. 

He said a five-truck convoy, 
trying to cross a swollen river m 
western Farah province, was “a 
few hundred metres” into Iran 


when border guards tried to stop 
it. 

The guerrillas mistook them 
for Afghan government troops 
and opened rue, killing one sol- 
dier, Khalis said through 311 inter- 
preter. 

When Iranian reinforcements 
arrived, the guerrillas tried to flee 
but only three trucks managed to 
plow through the mud and 
escape, he said. The remaining 
two trucks and ordnance were 
taken to the Iranian border town 
of Zabedon, Khalis said 

He said that when news of the 
incident arrived in Peshawar, the 
Iranian consulate assured him it 
would return the equipment but 
later reneged. 

“They offered us the rest of the 
weapons, but not the Stingers,'' 
he said. 

Negotiations dragged until 


Khalis refused an invitation to go 
to Tehran and make a deal. He 
said there have been long-stand- 
ing differences between the Ira- 
nian government, which is Shi'ite 
Muslim, and his organisation, 
which is Sunni. 

He said he also expected that 
Tehran would “call on us to join 
them against Iraq.” 

“Our leader was sure the dif- 
ferences could not be resolved,” 
said Khalis’ interpreter, and the 
issue was not settled. 

Afghan insurgents have drama- 
tically improved their air de- 
fences since they acquired Stin- 
gers and British-made Blo.wpipe 
surface-to-air rockets one year 
ago. 

Western diplomats estimate 
that die guerrillas have shot 
down an average of one aircraft a 
day in 1987, forcing Soviet and 


threatened to disrupt navigation 
in the Suez Canal in July 1984. It 


in the Suez Canal in July 1984. It 
blamed Libya for laying the 
mines. 

Mines are also currently pos- 


UAE denounces ship attacks in Kuwait 


iflg a major problem for ships in 
the Gulf as an offspin of the 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), current 
chairman of the sL\-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), de- 
nounced on Sunday last week’s 
missile attacks on tankers in 
Kuwaiti waters. 


fully supported Kuwait in defend- 
ing its sovereignty and territorial 
waters, adding that the only way 
to safeguard the region was by 
ending tbe Gulf war on the basis' 
of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 598. 


Filipino sailor, Vfctorino Gonza- 
ga, had been injured in both eyes 
m Friday's attack but declined to 
give details. Other hospital 
sources said on Saturday troth 
had been blinded. 


The Emirates News Agency 
(WAM) quoted a responsible 
Foreign Ministry source as saying 
the attacks “violate international 
law and constitute a serious 


escalation of the Iran-Iraq war.” 
Kuwait and U.S. officials have 


blamed Tehran for the attacks in 
which two tankers were hit on 
Thursday and Friday, but the 
UAE statement did not mention 
Iran by name. 

It said the incidents threatened 
the security and stability of all the 
member states of the GCC — 
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia. Bahrain, 
Qatar, the UAE and Oman. 

The statement said the UAE 


The GCC is an economic and 
defence grouping founded in 
1981. 

Meanwhile the American cap- 
tain of the U.S. -flag tanker Sea 
Isle City, blinded when an Ira- 
nian missile slammed into its liv- 
ing quarters, is still under treat- 
ment at the intensive care unit of 
a Kuwaiti hospital, officials said. 


A third crewman, Italian first 
officer Filippo Tucci, was injured 
in the left eye while Chief Officer 
Robert Stanley of Britain suf- 
fered superficial bums. Dr. Edan 
said. 


Iran-Iraq war. 

Gen. Sadek said the Egyptian 
Navy would also hold sea man- 
oeuvres with France, Italy, Bri- 
tain and the United States. 

“We hope to hold similar exer-* 
rises with Arab states overlook- 
ing the Mediterranean Sea to 
coordinate the safety of naviga- 
tion,” he said. 

He said Egypt would also have 
its own naval drydocks capable of 
repairing 10 ships at a time. 


He said the eye injuries were 
caused bty the pressure of the 
blast. 


Dr. Adnan Al Edan, deputy 
director of Ai Adan Hospital, 


Three Filipinos and a Pakistani 
are also still in hospital but were 
not seriously injured and could be 


Mujahedeen 
launches 
biggest ever 
Iran offensive 


told Reuters on Sunday 50-year- 
oid John Hunt’s condition was 


old John Hunt’s condition was 
stable and “hopefully in a couple 
of days he can move to the 


discharged as early as Monday, 
Dr. Eaan said. Two Filipinos 


were discharged on Sunday. 


general surgery ward.' 

He said Hunt and a 35-year-old 


A total of 18 of the 28-man 
crew were injured but only 11 
needed hospital treatment. 


Velayati 
arrives 
in Cuba 


Trial of Rome airport 
killings set for December 


HAVANA (R) — Iranian Fore- 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
started a two-day official visit to 
Cuba which diplomatic sources 
said could be linked to the Non- 
Aligned Movement’s efforts to 


Aligned Movements efforts to 
mediate in the Gulf war. 

State-run news agency Prensa 
Latina, said Mr. Velayati was 


f reeled by his Cuban counterpart 
sidoro Malmierca and that 


Isidore Malmierca and that 
Cuba, as a member of the Non- 
Aligned Movement, had taken 
part in several attempts to find a 
peaceful solution to the seven- 
year-old Iran-Iraq war. 

Prensa Latina did noi say if Mr. 
Velayati would see President 
Fidel Caslro during his stay but 
the diplomatic sources said a 
meeting was likely. 


ROME (R) — The trial of 
Palestinian guerrilla leader Aba 
Nidal and two other Arabs for a 
Christmas 1985 attack at Rome 
airport in which 16 people, in- 
cluding three gunmen, died has 
been set for Dec. 15, judicial 
sources said on Monday. 

The only defendant in custody 
is Ibrahim Mahmood Khaied, 
sole survivor of a four-man team 
which carried out die attack in 
the International Departures Ter- 
minal of the airport on Dec. 27. 
1985. The two others will be tried 
in absentia. 


The gunmen killed 13 people 
efore three of them were snot 


before three of them were shot 
dead in a battle with Israeli Air- 
line security agents and Italian 
police. Three people died in an 
attack at Vienna airport the same 
dav. 

Investigating Judge Rosario 


Priore last March ordered that 
Abu Nidal. whose real name is 
Sabri Al Banna, Khaled and 
Rashid Al Hamieda, one of the 
guerrilla leader's senior 
lieutenants, should stand trial for 
the attack. 

The trial is scheduled to be 
held in a courtroom inside 
Rome's maximum security Re- 
bibbia Prison, the sources said. 

They added that the three 
would face charges of massacre at 
the December trial and later 
would be among about a dozen 
Arab defendants at a second trial 
on charges of belonging to an 
armed band. 

The charges at tbe second trial, 
which has not yet been set, would 
cover a series of guenilla attacks 
in Italy, including the bombing of 
a crowded Rome cafe in which 39 
people were injured in 1985. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iran's main 
opposition guerrilla group said on 
Monday it had launched its 
largest offensive yet, killing or 
wounding more than 400 govern- 
ment troops in the rugged Kur- 
dish mountains of north west 
Iran. 

The Mujahedeen Khalq orga- 
nisation said its fighters also cap- 
tured 108 troops in attacks on 30 
army bases in the Marivan border 
area. 

Marivan is a small settlement 
some 25 kilometres, from thebor- 


der due east of the Iraqi Kurdish 
town of Sulmaniyah, where 


Tehran has reported activity by 
anti-Baghdad Kurdish forces sup- 
ported by Iran in the past. 

Tbe Baghdad-based Mujahe- 
deen, in a telex to Reuters, said 
the Friday offensive was the big- 
gest launched so far by the Mu- 
jabedeen-Jed National Liberation 


Army (NLA). It said it captured 
16 bases and destroyed the rest. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the report. 

It said NLA 6ghters temporari- 
ly seized an 80 square kilometres 
area, restroying Iranian defences. 

The Iranians sent reinforce- 


ments, led by 30th Division Com- 
mander Col. Sbaraf-Olzia, but 


mander Col. Sbaraf-Olzia. but 
the NLA attacked and routed the 
force, the statement said. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

fr.w. JCffr 


• An art exhibition entitled "France in 
the 20th Century" at the French Cultu- 
ral Centre (until Oct. 29). 


Jordan National GaDery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
!9th Century orientalist artists. Munla- 
zati. Jabai Luwcibdch. Opening hours: 

10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.0u p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Ooscd Tuesdays. Tel. 
6301 28. 


07:00 Ncwdesk 87:30 Music in Old 
Okl England 07:45 Ref lections 9750 
Fin.unrijl New *08:00 World News 
0859 24 Hours: News Summary 08 J8 


’ Paintings exhibition b> Samira Jamal 
Badran at the British Council (until 
Oct. 22) 


SERVICE CLUBS 


* An an exhibition by Mrs. Ivy Nasirat 
the American Centre (until Oct. 22) 
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PROGRAMME TWO 
IS:0U . . Richelieu f drama) 

19-.QO News in French 

|9:I5 loth lniem.iimo.il Circus Show 
in l\ins 


|9*Jfl News in Hebrew 

1 9:45 . . Varieties 

20:09 News in Arabic 

-0: *41 Until '•triAes i New Comedy | 
21:09 . Master Work 

21:10 Keminctnn Steele 

22:00 . News in English 

22:20 2J* Up — Special prt'urammc — 
Purl 2 


RADIO JORDAN 

.■CV KH:. Wf A w MU;. FM 
A partlx on usWJ KIL\ xh 
Tel. —j ;//■/« 


Lichl Music 

Ni'wsdcsk 

Morning Shim 

News Summary 

Just a Minute 

Folk m the Wind 

News Summary 

36-Minute Theatre 

NcwsSumman 

. ... Pop ScYMon Cunid 
... News Bulletin 

Instrumentals 

Easy Listening 

Concert I lour 

... . i. News Summary 

Instrumentals 

Old Favourites 

Pop Talk 

Pop Session 

New-, Summary 

Top Twenty 

Music 

News Desk 

Date with a Star 
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Network U K. 11:00 World News 
11:09 Reflections 11:15 Tech Talk 
11:30 Composer and Patron 12:00 
World News 12:09 British Press Re- 
view 12:15 Good Books 1230 Finan- 
cial News: Sports Roundup 12:45 
Music fur a While 13:00 News Sum- 
mary: Disco* cry 13:30 Half-Hour Dra- 
ma 14:00 World News 14:09 News 
About Britain 14:15 Waveguide 14:25 
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Time 15:00 Radio Newsreel 15:15 
Hoax 15:45 Sports Round-up 16:00 
World News 16:09 24 Hours: News 
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Recording of the Week 17:00 News 
Summary: Outlook 17:45 The Musical 
World 18:00 Radio Newsreel 18:15 
Quest inns of Fjilh 18:45 Kings of 
Swing 19:00 World News 19:09 Com- 
mentary 19:15 Omnibus 19:30 Pcr- 
forminc Eirly Music 20:15 The History 
of Radio Comedy 2<h3Q Open Door 
Policies 20:40 Book Choice 


An exhibition of plastic arts by 
.ram Abdul Jabcr at the Petra Bank 


Akram Abdul Jabcr at the Petra Ban! 
Gallery (until Oct. 221 


NEWS 


Tbe A mm a n Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Lions Pbjhddptiia Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hold. 7:30 p.m. 
Pbibdelphta Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday al the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 


* The ABC News at 7:00 p.m. at the 
American Centre. 


Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at ihe Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


p.m. 

Royal Automobile Chib. Jabai Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. 6611126/7 

American Coni rc library .... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre . .. 
Turkish Cultural Centre 

.... MI52U 
. 656147/8 
.... 637009 
.... M1993 
.. 6442(13 
.... 624049 
.... 63«777 

Hussein Youth Cuv 

YWCA ’ 

Y.W.M.A 

MTIftl-ii 
.... 641793 
.... h64"’ < >! 

Amman Municipal Library . 
Umv.ofJofdan Librarv ..... 

...637111 
.... 843555 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabai Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church or the Amumdatiou (Roman 
Catholic) Jabai Luwcibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church {Roman Calholic) 
Jabai Hussein, Tel- 661757. 
Terrasaala Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabai Luwcibdch. mass in Italian Ian- 

euare. meet even Saturday m 5:30 
o.m. Tel: 622366 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


MUSEUMS 


MW I2W J; 5 IV f (V, 1174). 

IW25 and I521H Hr 


"Cbildren's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 


06:06 News 6:10 Newsline 06 JO VOA 
Morning 07:00 News 07:10 Newsline 
07 JO VOA Morning 08:00 Nmt 08:10 
Newsline 08J0 VOA Morning 09:60 
News «9:I0 Newsline 09: JO VOA 


sees, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
i.m. and 3:30 p.m - 6:00 


a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 5:1 
p.m. Closed on Frida v. 


Morning 18:00 News 18:10 Newsline 
18 JO Music USA 19:80 New-, 19:10 


FiH.it, 19:30 Special English News & 
Features 20:00 News 20:10 Newsline 
20JO Magazine Show 21:00 News 
21:10 Fucus 21 JO Special English 
News <& Features 22:00 News 22:10 
Newsline America 22 JO Music USA 
23:00 News & Editorial 23:15 Music 
USA Jaw 24:00 New? 24:10 World 
Report 


p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over |UQ years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4ifa to 18lh 
centuries) The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Td. 6517(50. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabai Al Qal'a 


p.m. let: 

Church of tbe Annunciation (Creek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church or the Re- 
deemer) Jabai Amman. Tel. 625383. 
Armenian Catbo&c Church Ashrafieb. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbtarh Ashra- 
fich. Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church iSvrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashralich, Tel. j / 1751 . 

Amman Interaatknal Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 


Baptist School in Shmctsani. Td. 
677534. 


(Ciladd Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.o.OO p.m. (Fridays and official 


a.m.-i.OO p.m. (Fridays and official 
bolidavs lu.TO a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


Evangelical Lutheran Chore* (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 8 M295. 

Rainbow Congregation, (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Intcndcnominatioaal-ecumenkal Ed-. 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Td. 
£12605. Rev. Vdi. 


Hammer 
expects 
renewed 
Soviet ties 
with Israel 


Syria pledges to help free Terry Waite 


LONDON (R) — Syria has 
pledged to helpfree Church of 
England envoy Terry Waite, mis- 


sing in Lebanon since Jan. 20, a 
church spokeswoman said on 
Sunday. 

The spokeswoman said an en- 
voy for Archbishop of Canter- 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Armand 
H amm er, the U.S. industrialist 


bury Robert Runcie visited Syria 
and Lebanon last week for talks 


H amm er, the U.S. industrialist 
who obtained the release last 
week of Soviet Jewish dissident 
Ida Nudel, was quoted as saying 
he expects upcoming U.S.-Soviet 
contacts to lead to a renewal of 
Soviet-Israeli ties. 

The 89-year-old Hammer was 
also quoted by Israeli newspapers 


ana Lebanon last week for talks 
seeking the release of Mr. Waite 
and other British hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Envoy John Lyttle cut short a 


Cyprus holiday after receiving a 
telex message from Syrian De- 


fence Minister Mustafa Has invit- 


ing him to visit Damascus on Oct. 
12. Lyttle had earlier sent a telex 
to Field Marshal Has requesting 
the visit. 

When Lyttle went to Damas- 
cus, Marshal TIas arranged for 
him to visit Lebanon for one day 
on Oct. 14 and gave him “protec- 
tion,” the church spokeswoman 
said. 

She declined to release any 
other details of Lyttle’s trip to 
Lebanon or whether he learned 
anything about Mr. Waite, saying 
only that the visit was “useful. 

Lyttle, who held two meetings 
with Marshal Has said he had no 


Afghan pilots to resort to High 
altitude bombing with redflea 
accuracy, »: 

Hie Pentagon said an Iratiiar 
gunboat may have fired a Stxqgei 
at a U.S. Navy observation Jcfit/] 
copter in the Gulf this mqatl " “ 
Armed helicopters nisbed toS™ 
scene and fired back, sinking^ 
gunboat and damaging ; 
others. S 

American officials said jjJ.sii 
Navy teams found what T 
bled Stinger components a.^^ 
the surviving boats. At least tftre&# 
Iranians were reported to have^ 1 
died in the attack. •' V 

U.S. officials have roncedeirfi 
that guerrilla arms occasionally % i 
foil into foreign hands through 
trade or seizure, but have nefcery 
publicly confirmed they are sop-; -L 
plying the guerrillas with arms. 

Try Waite J* 

doubt that the Syrian govennpent^ 
would like to see the release of air 


tbe hostages and that Marshal,!. , 
TIas assured him of his support. \[U 

But he said: “Given all the 
factors it would be foolish to be 
too optimistic.” ; 


I too hesitate about being unduly', 
optimistic in this complex sitte- .', 
non,” he said. 1 0 


Mr. Waite went missing" i&p 
Beirut while trying to secure a 
release of hostages. xu 


as saying he would try to arrange 
a meeting between Soviet leader. 


Italy arrests captain of Gulf-bound ship 


a meeting between Soviet leader. 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Israeli 
leaders. 

“Everything; will follow the 


SAVONA, Italy (AP) — The 
Irish captain of a snip filled with 


“Everything will follow the 
summit/ Mr. Hammer said in an 


interview with the daily Jeru- 
salem Post, referring to the plan- 
ned Reagan-Gorbachev summit 
in Washington later this foil. 
’The goodwill that will be estab- 
lished for Soviet-American rela- 
tions will encourage Gorbachev 
to make other concessions.” 

“I hope (Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak) Snamir will be invited to 
Moscow and meet Mr. Gor- 
bachev and then I think there will 
be recognition of Israel, full rec- 
ognition,” Mr. Hammer was 
quoted as saying. 

The Kremlin severed diploma- 
tic ties with Israel during the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Mr. Hammer, tbe chairman of 
Occidental Petroleum, was also 


weapons destined for the Gulf 
area was arrested Monday on 
charges of illegal arms trafficking, 
officials reported. 

Fourteen tons of arms, mainly 
West German-made 
machine euns, were found aboard 
the FatHul Khair during what 
authorities described as a routine 
customs check in this northern 
port last Friday. The container 
vessel flies the. flag of Qatar. 

The captain, identified as John 
Scallan. 48, was accused of bring- 


ing large quantities of arms into 
Italy without proper authorisa- 
tion, accordmefto the arrest war- 
rant issued by Deputy Prosecutor 
Tiziana Parent! . 

Tbe state-run RAI-TV said the 
captain had told Italian officials 
he didn’t know the arms were 
aboard. 

Customs police said the arms 
were discovered when officials 
noticed that one container 
marked for delivery to Dubai had 
no documents or official stamps. 
Opening it, they found wooaen 
cases containing 350 


machineguns. Also seized were 
357 cases of spare parts for heavy- 
arms. 


’ Authorities said the ship’s last 
port of dll was Liverpool. Eng- 
land, on Oct. 5 and that it was.en 


route to Dubai. ^ 

Italian news media said author- 
ities were also trying to findjput 
why the ship had so many officers 
aboard — 17 according to the 


aboard — 17 according to the 
ship's roster, including four from 
Iraq and three from Kuwait in 
addition to the captain and/an 


English first officer. 


HizboUah launches TV 
broadcast in Lebanon 


quoted in die daily Maariv as 
saying he would work for a meet- 


saying he would work for a meet- 
ing between Mr. Gorbachev and 
the heads of Israel's coalition 
government. Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir and Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres. 

The industrialist accompanied 
Ida Nudel to Israel upon her 
release from Moscow last Thurs- 
day after a 16-year battle to emi- 
grate. 

Mr. Hammer told reporters he 
secured Nudel's release by 
agreeing to a Soviet request to 
negotiate the withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan. 
He left Israel Saturday for Pakis- 
tan to hold talks with President 
Mohammad Zia U1 Haq on the 
Soviet-Afghan conflict. 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (R) — 
Tbe Iranian-backed HizboUah 
(Party of God) has launched its 
own television broadcasts to vil- 
lages in Lebanon’s Syrian-con- 
trolled Bekaa Valley, residents 
said on Monday. 

The television station, run by 
HizboUah and financed by Iran, 


any link with the abductions. 
Residents said the television 


began transmitting Iranian prog- 
rammes and Muslim prayers to 
about. 10 villages on Friday. 


HizboUah has several thousand 
well-armed fighters in eastern 
and southern Lebanon, some 
trained by Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards based in the country since 
1982. 

The militant organisation has 
been linked by international 
media reports with the kidnap- 
ping of several of the 28 fore- 


igners still missing in Lebanon. 
HizboUah has repeatedly denied 


station was broadcasting on a trial 
baas, from 1500 GMT until 2200 
GMT each day. 

Film of Iranian spiritual leader 
Ayatollah RuhoUaii Khomeini. 
HizboUah’s mentor Mohammad 
Hussein FadlaUah and reports on 
the Revolutionary Guards were 
featured in initial broadcasts. 

HizboUah official Mohammad 
Bjaiji told Reuters: “We wfll 
make an official statement when 
the trial period is over.” 

Most of Lebanon’s major poli- 
tical and religious groups use 
radio stations to promote their 
views. HizboUah operates one' 
radio station covering the Bekaa 
region. 

The rightwing Falangist 
“Lebanese Forces’ militia has a 
tv station broadcasting to Beirut. 


Egyptian 
helicopters 
rescue 17 ' 
tourists 
from Sinai 


CAIRO (R) — Army helicopters 
scouring flooded areas or the 
barren Sinai desert on Monday 
rescued 17 West German tourists 
trapped by a “yellow death" sand 
avalanche. Egyptian Defence 
Ministry sources said. L 


The helicopters, on the second 
day of a rescue mission, spotted 
the Germans perched on tne-Rip 
of their bus at daybreak, sbonfiagr • 
for help. ■ 

Hie sources said all 17 survi- 
vors were then flown out of the 
disaster zone and back to Israel. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart’ 
mem at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. 106) 55200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


89J0 Beirut (MEA) 

14:05 Cairo (MS) 

14:45 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 
(GF) 

15:00 Moscow (SIM 

15J5 Kuwait (KU) 

17:40 Riyadh (SVj 

IS J5 Damascus (AZ) 

00JO Lisbon. Rio dc Janeiro (1A) 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


PRAYER TIMES 


Singapore. Kuala Lumpur { RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Los Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

Cairo (RJ ) 

New York. Vienna (RJ j 

Paris. Brussels ( RJ) 

.... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 


05:26 Fajr 

06: J6 (Sunrise I Duba 

12:20 Dhuhr 

15.28 -Asr 

17:55 Maghreb 

19:14 Isha 


Amman govemorate WI228 

Amman Uvii Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence lrbid .... 271293. 273131 

CM1 Defence Quwcismch 7711733 

Civil Defence Dcir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

First aid tt3D34l 

Blood Bank 778303 

Chil Defence rescue 661 1 II 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 89639U') 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 77I125-'8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airpon (08)53330/611 


Jordan Television 775It!>'l9 

Radio Jordan 774] 1 1 ; 19 

Ministry of Tourism 64231 F 1 

Hotel complaints 066412 ■ 

Price complaints 661176 ; 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls ifl 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service It; - : 


NIGHT DUTY 


HOSPITALS 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Istanbul (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ1 

Romc.Lamaca(RJ) 

Rome (add.) (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


13:20 

13-JO 

I3J0 

14J5 

16:10 

18:05 

20:00 

23J0 

00:45 


Cairo (MS) 

Moscow (SU) 

.... Muscat. Doha (GF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Riyadh (SV| 

Rome ( AZ) 

. Zurich. Lantaca (SR) 


Monday rates 

Local sellbuy rates in fils 

Belgian none ."... 90.4/ 91.7 

Duich guilder 167.6' lb9.2 

French franc 56.5/ 57.1 

Italian lira 26.1/ 26.4 

Japanese yen (for ICO) .... 23S.2/ 242.2 

Swedish crown 53. fv 54.1 

Swiss franc 227.8/ 230.6 

U.K. sterling pound 565.9/ 572.8 

U.S. dollar 339.9/ 343 

W. German mark. 188.8/ 191 .2 


Hussein Medical Centre .. . 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn . 
Akilcfa Mate min". J. Amn.. 
Jabai Amman Mate mil v.... 

Maihas.J. Amman .. .[ 

Palestine. Shmehoni 

Shmcisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. AMali 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 

Al-Bashir. J. Asbrafieh 

Amy.Marka 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Ama) Hospital 


AMMAN: 

Dr Issa Haddad 

Dr. Mohammad Hisham 
Dr. Ibrahim Abu Hmcid 

Dr Nidal Maraka 

Finis pharmacy 

Fetdows pharmacy 

Al Ascma pharma’cs 

Naituukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 


S4&697 • 

898911 

774436 

771218 

661912 

7871V 

.. .. 637055 

623672- 

636730 


81381302 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
... 63ol40 
. 664171/4 
.... 669131 
.... 845X45 
. 667227/9 
66612707 
. 664164/6 
. 7771010 
775111/26 
*59161 1/15 
602241V50 
.... 674155 


TAXIS: 
Kayyalitaxi ... 

Taitna taxi . . 

Tamer taxi 

Amman taxi ... 
Raghdan taxi .. 

Raqabtaxi 

Save! taxi 


636730 

644660 

666467 

842474 

842400 

736428' 

776131" 


IRBID: 

Dr. Radwan Al Sa'ad 
Hazaymeh pharmacy . 


273877 

274973- 


Baghdad | IA) 

.. London. Cairo (BA) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yahia Tarifi 

Dalai pharmacy 


WEATHER 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


MARKET PRICES 


Bufktia supplied by tbe Department of 
McteoroJozv. 


08.-00 

11:45 

11:45 

12.-00 

12:45 

13:00 

13-JO 

13:45 

14:00 

20J5 

28:40 

20=50 

21:15 

21:45 

22:45 


Aqaba I RJ) 

Rome (RJ ) 


Tripoli (RJ) 

.... Vienna. New York (RJ) 

Belgrade, Madrid (RJi 

Geneva, London ( RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Istanbul ( RJ) 

Lamaca(RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dbahran(RJ) 

.... Bahrain. Doha! RJ) 

Cairo (RJ j 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 




It wifi be partly cloudy, Light and 
variable winds will become north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be' nonhcrlv moderate and calm 
sea. 


MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 12/22 

Aqaba 18/28 

Deserts 14 / 24 

Jordan Valley 16.' 31 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 20. Aqaba 27. Humidny readings: 
Amman 41 per Cent. Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 
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Bfaarif Zaid meets British armv chief: General Sir .Nigel 

Bagnall, chief of the General Staff of the British Armed Forces, met in 
4 nusan on Monday with Armed Forces Commander-in -Chief Field 
[Marshal Zaid Ibn Shaker. Nothing was disclosed about the meeting, 
which the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said was attended by the 
British ambassador to Jordan, John Coles, Commander of the Royal 
[Jordanian Air Force Major General Ihsan Shard am and Army Chief 
of staff Fathi Abn Tateb. Later. Sir Nigel was briefed on the 
development of the Jordanian Armed Forces and its duties. After the 
briefing, the distinguished guest was accompanied on a visit to the 
Martyrs’ Monument, where he inspected different items on display 
inside the monument relating to the development of the Armed Forces 
and the Great Arab Revolt (Petra photo). 


Muasher heads team to 
industrial board meeting 


flC ft Jr ^ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
i*. Industry, Trade and Supply Rajai 
4 k L Pic s--' Muasher left for Algiers on Mon- 
COne, r[_.33y as head of Joraan’s delega- 
tion to the eighth ordinary' meet- 
wcm ir,- ine of the board of the Arab 
nine io Cfiganisation of Industrial De- 
- vetopmeni, which is due to open 
, tomorrow. 

‘ During its two-day meeting, the 
board mil discuss a host of the 
organisation's activities, joint 
Arab industrial projects, and the 


use. 


Al-., 


• promotion of Arab products. The 
remits of the meeting will be 
submitted to the general orga- 
nisation’s conference. 


Jld Ihr^ 

' Li'crpji- • 

mJiha;: 
icdia vnd. 

»> mg [(i^ 

I s ” mam: 

KV-.udini • 

luJiriEfe -.AMMAN (Petra) — Reiner 
Ir.-in K : jr .Neumann, director of the Near 


The board will also review the 
financial committee’s report, as 
well as an agreement between the 
organisation and Iraq on indust- 
rial schemes. In addition, it will 
elect a new director general for 
the organisation to succeed Mr. 
Hatem Abdul Rashid, who has 
been made minister of industry in 
Iraq. 

Dr. Muasher is accompanied 
bv his under secretary, Mr. 
Mohammad Saqqaf and Dr. 
Samir Umeish, director of indus- 
try at the Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Supply. 


East German official, 
Bataineh exchange views 


iiipidin i\ 

iter 

ian 

piers 
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an international conference were 
also discussed at the meeting, and 
the two sides presented identical 
views on these subjects, accord- 
ing to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

The German official expressed 
appreciation for His Majesty 
King Hussein’s balanced and wise 
policy aimed at healing rifts with- 
in the Arab World, as well as his 
continued endeavours towards 
changed views on disarmament establishing peace through an in- 


. and Middle East desk at the East 
German Foreign Ministry held- 
4alks here Monday with Dr. Nas- 
er Bataineh, director of the Poli- 
tical Department at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Daring the meeting, they dis- 
cussed means for furthering 
Jordanian-East German rela- 
tions. The two sides also ex- 


and other international issues, in 
addition to the Gulf war and the 
implementation of United Na- 
tions Security Council Resolution 
598. 

: ,.The Middle East question and 
^ . current efforts towards finding a 

c in .11 solution to the problem through 


temational conference m which 
all concerned parties should take 
part, Petra said. 

The meeting was attended bv 
senior Foreign Ministry officials 
and the East German non-resi- 
dent ambassador to Jordan, 
Wolfgang Grabowski. 
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Assad points to Jordan’s need 
for teachers with higher degrees 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Higher Education Nassereddine 
Af Assad was quoted as saying 
that Jordan is in need of a great 
number of university graduates 
with Ph.D. and M.A. or M.Sc. 
degrees to replace those presently 
employed in the community col- 
leges. m order to help support a 
solid base of knowledge and 
education in the Kingdom. 

These graduates should raise 
the standard of the community 
colleges and should augment the 
number of teaching staff at Jorda- 
nian universities and research and 
scientific institutions. Dr. Assad 
said in a lecture given ar the 
Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 
Sunday evening, entitled “Jor- 
dan's Education Policies." 

The mini ster made it dear that 
the government will allow the 
establishment of private universi- 
ties in the Kingdom in order to 
increase opportunities for stu- 
dents seeking higher education. 

Jordan's educational policy is 
linked to the social and economic 
changes and the needs of the 


society, and should cater to the 
requirements of the present five-' 
year development plan. Dr. 
Assad said. He also stressed that 
universities ought to link educa- 
tion with employment opportuni- 
ties, and that wages ana salaries 
should be commensurate with the 
job and not with the type of 
degree the graduate holds. 

Referring to teachers at gov- 
ernment and private schools in 
the Kingdom, the minister said 
that nearly 26 per cent of teachers 
at the secondary stage do not 
hold university degrees, and 
those without degrees at the pre- 
paratory level form nearly 74.4 
per cent of the total number of 
Jordanian teachers. Jordan is par- 
ticularly in need of graduates with 
higher degrees in religious sub- 
jects. Arabic. Arabic literature, 
sciences, humanities, public 
administration and law. Jorda- 
nian youth are in need of proper 
training in practical work, hand- 
icraft and skills required for jobs 
in various sectors and institu- 
tions. Dr. Assad noted. 


In reference to the number of 
students completing secondary 
education, the minister said that 
the total number of school gradu- 
ates in the past scholastic vear 
amounted to 36,361. of whom 
28,961 were from the East Bank. 
Of these students, 19.387 males 
and females had a 65 per cent or 
more average in the final ex- 
aminations; “6,600 of them had 
been accepted by Jordanian in- 
stitutions for higher studies, while 
nearly the same number enrolled 
for study abroad. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Higher Education granted per- 
mits to 1,033 students for leaving 
the country to study abroad buf, 
he said, these students had aver- 
ages below standards acceptable 
for the local universities; there- 
fore, no guarantees were given to 
them about recognition of their 
degrees. Dr. Assad said that at 
least 14,000 students joined com- 
munity colleges in the new 
academic year; nearly 2,000 were 
not accepted due to their low 
grades. 


Drug abuse panel recommends 
awareness campaigns, more laws 


IRBID (J.T.) — A three-day 
symposium on drug abuse ended 
at Yannouk University on Mon- 
day with participants urging the 
government to support the work 
of a national committee for com- 
bating narcotics and to provide it 
with facilities and expertise to 
achieve its objectives. 

The symposium, which was 
held under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, said that 
campaigns for spreading aware- 
ness among the public on the 
dangers of drugs and drug addic- 
tion should be organised and that 
religious teaching for youth 
should contain warnings against 
ding abuse. The participants also 
recommended that scientific re- 
search and field surveys be con- . 
ducted in order to determine the 
size of the drug abuse problem in 
the Kingdom. 

The symposium's final com- 
munique, which contained the 
recommendations, urged the 


Jordanian authorities to open the 
way for a larger number of stu- 
dents to acquire higher education 
in Jordan instead of going abroad 
where they will be exposed to 
drug addiction. It also called for 
giving proper attention to broken 
families which fall victim to drug 
abuse, and for organising orienta- 
tion sessions for Jordanian physi- 
cians to help them detect early 
sims of drug addiction. 

The statement also underlined 
the importance of home and 
school education in stemming the 
drug use. and called for the enact- 
ment of laws on narcotics to 
ensure stricter penalties for drug 
traffickers and guarantee proper 
treatment for addicts. 

The director of the Anti- 
Narcotics Department, Colonel 
Hashem AJ Qaisi, said last Au- 
gust that in the first eight months 
of 1987, Jordan succeeded in seiz- 
ing a total of 2,309 kilogrammes 
of drugs in 71 smuggling cases. 
He said that 98 per cent of these 


drugs were being smuggled via 
Jordanian territory to other coun- 
tries. 

Last week, drues with a street 
value of JD 2 million were des- 
troyed at the Jordan Cement In- 
dustries factory in Fuheis. The 
Public Security Department 

S said that a total of 204 
i were involved in drug 
smuggling cases, 124 of whom 
were Jordanian. 

Last March, the PSD 
announced that in the first two 
months of 1987. 67 people — 
Jordanians and foreigners — 
were caught dealing with diffe- 
rent types of drugs in Jordan, 
and, in 1986, a totalof 286 people 
were arrested for similar off- 
ences. 

At the end of the drug abuse 
symposium, the participants sent 
a cable to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
gent, expressing appreciation for 
nis concern ana support of their 
endeavour. 


Hamzeh leaves for Paris 
to attend AIDS conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Health Zaid Hamzeh leaves for 
Paris today as head of an Arab 
delegation to an international 
conference on Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), 


i.lkl 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Chilean 
[i]f .- trade delegation met on Monday 
pith Amman Chamber of Com- 
1 ' tnerce members. The two sides 
V 11 ' 7 4 -' * .discussed possibilities for trade 
1 ‘ ’ exchange between Jordan and 
Chile mid opportunities for set- 
'#ng up trade fairs in both coun- 
tries. 

The chamber's members ex- 
Tplained commercial activities car- 
-iied out in Jordan, as well as the 



development and progress of 
Jordanian products. 

The Chilean delegation spoke 
about the prospects for the ex- 
portation of various Chilean 
goods to Jordan. In addition, the 
guest delegation extended an in- 
vitation to the members of the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
to visit Chile in order to view 
Chilean products and discuss 
greater cooperation. 


On Sunday, officials from the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Supply met with the delegation 
and discussed prospects for eco- 
nomic cooperation and trade ex- 
change between Jordan and 
Chile. In particular, they re- 
viewed the possibility of setting 
up joint projects in the food 
industry sector. The Jordanian 
officials stressed the commercial 
importance of Jordan's location. 


which will open during the week. 

Dr. Hamzeh will submit a 
working paper on this subject 
covering proposals for increasing 
public awareness of AIDS and for 
stopping the spread of the dis- 
ease. 

Dr. Hamzeh was appointed 
chairman of the Arab committee 
to the conference during a meet- 
ing of Council of Arab Health 
Ministers held in Baghdad at the 
beginning of this month. 

Meanwhile the Jordanian 
Medical Association will be tak- 
ing part in an international con- 
ference on AIDS and other sex- 
ually-transmitted diseases sche- 
duled to be held in Cairo on Nov. 
3. 


Rescue 

procedures 

exercise 

conducted 


AMMAN (Petra) — An exercise 
on dealing with an air crash at the 
Queen Ana International Airport 
was conducted on Monday under 
the organisation of the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA). 

The Armed Forces, the Minis- 
try of Health, the Public Security 
Department, the Royal Medical 
Services, Royal Jordanian and a 
number of airlines were also in- 
volved in the exercise, which en- 
tailed evacuation of passengers 
and other emergency measures. 

The exercise is an annual prac- 
tice conducted by the airport au- 
thorities. 


\i. 


U.S. navy destroys two Iranian platforms in Gulf; Tehran vows revenge 


!l 1' 


(Continued from page 1) 

fighters were scrambled from the 
; aircraft carrier Ranger in the 
; northern Arabian Sea to keep 
watch over the operation. 

Mr. Weinberger said Iran 
might have made “a tentative 
.attempt” to put one warplane in 
-the air, but did not follow 
■through with that. 

“The attack was carried out 
■.with highly professional skill and 
precision today and accomplished 
.everything we had planned for 
Jt,” he said. 

Mr. Weinberger said the plat- 
. -form was armed" with 23-ram anti- 
: aircraft guns and 50-calibre 
machine eons but that no shots 
were fired by the Iranians. 

The United States said no 
mher countries were involved in 
me attack but that prior notice 
ftp been given to Britain France, 
The Netherlands. Belgium, Italy, 
West Germany and Japan. 

• Hoffman said that the Iranian 
\ government and the governments 
1 of Gulf states had been informed 
the attack began. 

About 20 minutes before the 
attack began, the Defence De- 
Ptttment said, repeated warnings 
ftere radioed to the oil platform 
m both Farsi and English over 
mtemational distress frequencies. 
Rashadat, Rashadat. This is 
U.S. navy. We will com- 
meja: firing on your position at 
hours (local time) (1100 
! £;^T)' Ypi* have 20 minutes to 
evacuate the platform,” the 
i ^raings said. 

Gulf radio monitors said they 
Jr? overheard an Iranian voice 
“U-S. warship, U.S, 
SUSl let met evacuate the 
• -S? before you shoot again." 
j - 1 ne attack appeared to have 
carefully chosen to fulfil the 
administration's declared in- 


tention of an “appropriate and 
measured" response to the tanker 
attack — an oil-related, Iranian 
facility in international waters, 
where" civilian casualties would be 
at a minimum. 

Mr. Reagan said the attack 
underscored American deter- 
mination ll to protect our ships 
and our interests against unpro- 
voked attacks" and he called the 
artack a “lawful exercise of the 
right of self-defence." 

"Vice-President George Bush 
suggested Iran mighr strike back 
but warned that the United States 
was prepared to again attack Ira- 
nian targets. 

IRNA quoted Kamal Kharrazi, 
head of Tehran's war information 
headquarters, as saying an unspe- 
cified number of Iranian “civilian 
crewmen" aboard the platforms 
had been wounded in the attack. 
He made no mention of any 
fatalities. 

Mr. Bush, speaking to repor- 
ters as he and Crown Pnnce 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia met 

f irivateJy. said he hoped that 
ran's Ayatollah Khomeini, “irra- 
tional as he may be, will get the 
message." 

Prince Abdullah said he be- 
lieved that “what the United 
States has done is their responsi- 
bility as a superpower." But he 
declined to answer a question as 
to whether he approved of it. 

Iran's President A1 Khamenei 
vowed Monday that his country 
would “definitely^ take decisive 
retaliatory action” for the U.S. 
attack, Tehran Radio reported. 

Mr. Khamenei said on the 
radio after a meeting of the sup- 
reme defence council in Tehran 
that Iran “will not leave this 
American move unanswered. 
Reagan, by this action, has made 
a big mistake.” . 

IRNA quoted Mr. Kharrazi as 


saying the Iranians would deliver 
“a crushing response for the cri- 
minal attack" on the platforms. 

“The United States has entered 
a swamp from which it can in no 
way get out safely,” Mr. Kharrazi 
was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Kharrazi said that, in milit- 
ary terms, the U.S. attack was 
not significant because Iran’s oil 
platforms in the Gulf were man- 
ned only by government techni- 

He did not elaborate. But the 
radio said the nine-member coun- 
cil. which derides Iran's military 
strategy in the war against Iraq, 
met for a special session after 
Monday's U.S. attack. 

The radio also quoted an un- 
identified Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying; "American 
use of military force against the 
Iranian oil platforms is a clear 
and decisive aggression against 
Iran’s territorial integrity... which 
will receive a decisive and 
appropriate answer at the right 
time.’ 4 
cians. 

The Reagan administration, he 
added, should not boast of “its 
crime" as a military feat. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwarer. briefing reporters 
on the raid, said gunfire from the 
four U.S. destroyers demolished 
“the two platforms at one loca- 
tion.” He added: “They both 
collapsed." 

Before Mr. Weinberger 
announced the U.S. action, snip- 
ping sources had reported that 
unidentified jets attacked three 
Iranian oil rigs in the Gulf. 

Shipping sources said later the 
planes could have been Iraqi jets 
or may have been U.S. .aircraft 
flying cover for the U.S- warships 
shelling the platform. 

Two U.S.-linked vessels were 
hit in dawn attacks last Thursday 


and Friday in Kuwaiti waters. 
The 275,937-ton U.S. -owned 
Liberian flag tanker, the Sungari, 
sustained minor damage but the 
Sea Isle Gty’screw quarters were 
wrecked and 18 crew members, 
including the American captain, 
were injured. 

The United States had been 
widely expected to retaliate 
against Iranian Silkworm missile 
batteries for the attacks. 

Western diplomatic sources in 
the Gulf said the Sea Isle City had 
been bit by a Chinese-designed 
missile armed with an advanced 
radar guidance system and fired 
from Iraq's occupied Fao Penin- 
sula, 100 kilometres away. 

Before the U.S. attack Iran 
rejected allegations it was in- 
volved in the strike against the 
Sea Isle City. Tehran Radio 
quoted a war information spokes- 
man as saying. “We have not 
accepted any responsibility for 
the attack on that ship. Whatever 
has happened is the natural con- 
sequence of America’s actions in 
the Persian Gulf." 

Hours before Monday’s U.S. 
attack, U.S. military sources said 
explosives experts had found 
metal shards from Silkworm mis- 
siles aboard the Sea Isle City as 
well as the Sungari. 

The sources, quoted by AF 
said the physical evidence proved 
conclusively that the ships had 
been hit by the m Chinese-made 
weapons, fired from Fao. 

When asked why the United 
States had not chosen to attack 
the Silkworm missile sites, Mr. 
Weinberger said that the oil rig 
was an ‘Appropriate" target and 
that the Chinese-made missiles, 
stationed on Fao and along the Str- 
ait of Hormuz, were mobile and 
were moved around often, thus 
making them difficult targets. 


Defence officials, who asked 
not to be identified, said an air 
strike against the land-based mis- 
siles could result in U.S. pilots 
killed or captured. 

In Moscow, the official Soviet 
news agency TASS denounced 
the attack as military adventurism 
which the Reagan administration 
hoped would deflect attention 
from the Iran-contra scandaj but 
said it would not bring it political 
dividends. 

The flare-up helped to send 
already-jittery stock markets into 
a tailspin. The price of gold hit its 
highest peak since early 1983 and 
the oil market recorded strong 
gains. 

The TASS commentary gave 
no indication how the Soviet Un- 
ion might respond to the U.S. 
attack in the Gulf- 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze abruptly 
left a parliamentary session ear- 
lier on Monday, causing diploma- 
tic speculation that they were con- 
cerned with an urgent matter of 
foreign affairs. 

Soviet officials have previously 
criticised the United States for 
sending naval forces into the 
Gulf, saying their presence serves 
to increase tension. 

Moscow is officially neutral in 
the war between Iran and Iraq. It 
is a major arms supplier to Iraq 
but has also sought broader con- 
tacts with Iran in the last year. 

"The United States has under- 
taken an act of armed aggression 

S .i Iran, the possibility of 
has long been spoken of by 
Washington officials,” TASS 
said. 

“The confrontation is a fact 
now,” it said. "What is obvious is 
that the latest military adventure 
will not bring political dividends 
to the American administration.” 


Social security programme 
has benefited 110,000 citizens 
in seven years — SSC chief 


By Salameh B. Ne’mutt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Social Security Corporation t'SSCl 
has accumulated over JD 200 million from contribu- 
tions of nearly 426,000 subscribers to Jordan’s social 
security programme, SSC Director-Genera! Mahdi 
Farhan announced Monday. The surplus liquidity 
funds are being employed to finance economic 
projects and for increasing the scope of social 
security services in the Kingdom. 


Dr. Farhan told a pre^s confer- 
ence that 110.U00 people have 
benefit ted from the social secur- 
ity programme in the past >even 
years, at a cost of JD 2? million 
Speaking on the ninth 
anniversary' of the establishment 
of the corporation . Dr Farhan 
said that, by adopting a step-by- 
step approach, the corporation 
has been able to extend i’ls social 
security programme to cover nil 
interested citizens. The program- 
me now covers disabilities, oid 
age. job injuries, work-related 
diseases and death. Dr. Farhan 
said the corporation wa> studying 
plans for health insurance and 
unemployment coverage. 

The SbC director-genera! sa;d 
that the corporation's growth has 
been accelerating since its estab- 
lishment in 1979* and that in last 
month alone. JD 70U.01U in be- 
nefits have been paid b> the 
corporation, compared to JD 
227,000 in the same month last 
year. 

He said that due to the fact that 
contributions bv subscribers have- 
far exceeded paid benefits, the 
corporation has been rechannell- 
ing surplus funds towards invest- 


ments sn economic protects m :hc 
Kingdom, iie added that ID 2*» 
million have been invested :r. die 
vec:.-: end that theu- 

vi ere other investments *:i the 
housing sector, public s'nnie-lioU- 
;ng companies .md irrdr.stn.il pro- 
tects. The rere. mime Iliads were 
deposited in banks arid tmancul 
institutions ir. the Kingdom. "1 he 
.im of these investments is to 
maintain the real value >*f ••ubseri- 
:\ts‘ contributions o« e: the 
wars." Dr. Farhan vud Fie ev 
prairicd tli.it due to inflation and 
the rise in the cost of living, the 
purchasing value of monev de- 
clines. He vud that bv ltnestme 
surplus funds m pit 'fit -gene rating 
protects, the corporation would 
be able to sne leave its benefits 
*ucVi as pension salaries, lo pre- 
set it and future subscribers as 
wei! as evpaiui the scope •»; v.:- 
\ lees provided by the corj'or.i- 
don. 

Asked about the risk involved 
:;s the corporation's investments 
in financially-troubled com- 
panies. Dr. Farhan said that the 
SSC carries «,*ut exhaustive feasi- 
bility studies before committing 
funds to any proposed protect'. 


Howeve: . he ;id-.!e.: ‘ha: 'there :s 
no such thine ! <■ per cent 
guaranteed ptvt:; >>: a :;at per 

vent cuaran ■■.■-■•.! v:'e‘. 

AcLoiJu-.e v V: F.-raan. she 
Ysc eitipiov- cv;v:t* :o make 
j'-evunenb. «■! - r i ■ r.i 1 » 

•nan. i.tl ojvr.iti-’TK i ip . antic.!: 
basis, vi .is to tiiiare i.:d opti- 
mise i's li:ia!jei!l-j pohci.'s 

is*, investin' its Cwnuosme p:.*- 
,-cJs D: ! .;i f!.::i the l-o:- 

(•••r.iti-’n :r:h.;ti.-. i«* ^reatm^ 

new mb oppi -rtnti :.cs well as 
Pie-ervni;' i!:,- |o :, \ .-t people 
lUe.i lv ciunioi-'t! Me ..cd that irt 
mi.-am. 1 :!: ^ . i: -»i -r.iiu-;* 

U-.ivcs t!i.' pi'tcslti.il i-t Isv- 
II:-. lavft-.’J Cupiia! »s ‘ almost 

ubtavs c»i.sr.»;:fe»v 
Di 1. u ! m<i b-iii fl:e i. eiice 
that l.i-i >t .u :!••„■ aiitVi 

i led t'.«. Li rr\- Vidar::.'!! e\- 
p'.til.ite- a v. irv Thi- 

v.'vci.iee 'lie t:> ics age pen- 
K'l'i, sit s. ■ ! •: | i . • i. d dc.nl: lie 
said ilia! „• ■!:■■■: had 
alic.uK \|s;ii,! Sn;.!: \i . 

Kuwait, the ; { \;a v 5 rt::- 

.Iiul O.ifai or i!:at par 
lie cvptvsvd 

expatriate, won;.! p.:::,c:- 
p::c .u ;ti.- u . ■' p: . -.Minnie 
‘fit? of the i'’.:' iVO sah- 
•cr-rvis 1,1 MMa: - ::: jot- 

t!a:i.oi:l\ sO.i'i |! a:.- I'fie 
f'r,stra’i-.*'i now :».!■, s pension 
s. S.ut'.". |. * V tt: ^'tued snbsen 

be is and have coup viivifed !.>«v 
families tot the death of their 
working mem! vis 
Dr i urban said he was verv 
optimistic about the success of 
the social secnnlv programme. 
Between September last vear and 
this year. 4*UnKI people tee- 
istereil at the SSi' — an average 
of 4,«HI0 people j month 



Social Security Corporation Director-General 
Mahdi Farhan addresses a Monday press confer- 


ence, in which he reviewed the corporation's 
achievements and future plans (Petra photo) 


Floods leave wide , devastating 
trail of damage in valley region 


By Caroline Faraj 

Special to the Jordan Times ‘ 

AMMAN — The storm and flash 
floods that hit Jordan last Satur- 
day left a trail of destruction, 
causing wide-scale damage in the 
centralJordan Valley retfion. par- 
ticularly around South Shune. an 
agricultural area north of the 
Dead Sea. 

At least 5U per cem of the 
banana crop that was being pre- 
pared for export in one district 
was completely destroyed, and 
hundreds of young trees were 
uprooted or damaged in the half- 
hour hail and rain downpour that 
caused the floods which ravaged 
the area, according to farmer and 
land owner Sultan Al Udwan. 

This reporter was among a 
group of journalists visiting the 
Jordan Valley to inspect the dam- 
aged areas in the aftermath of the ' 
storm and to talk to farmers 
affected by the disaster. 

According to Mr. Udwan. 
whose crops’ were severely dam- 
aged, nearly 40 families were 
rendered homeless following the 
flood, which caused extensive 
damage to homes and property, 
in addition to crops. He blamed 
the Jordan Valley Authority for 
its Failure to maintain culverts 
and to keep canals open to draw 
away the water that rushed down 
into’ the valley. 

In some cases, farmers said 
floods caused damage to up to 
100 per cent of their crops and 
destroyed many equipment and 
pumps. 

In one area, we saw a number 
of homes completely destroyed 
and were told that ine displaced 
farmers and their families had to 
be sheltered by friends and rela- 
tives in other areas. 

A spokesman for the Jofeh 
cooperative society said that hun- 
dreds of dunums planted with 
citrus fruit trees were damaged in 
the floods, and that the society- 
distributed blankets and food 



. - V- £ ' 




A Jordan Valley farmer expresses sadness over the loss of his crops 
and the destruction of his properly due to the floods 



An example of vegetables damaged by the 

supplies to farmers who were 
rendered homeless. 

In fact, vast areas in Kutrein 
and Jofeh were among the most 
affected areas. There, we >aw 
greenhouses and crops covered 
with plastic sheets in hundreds ol 
dunums almost completely des- 
troyed. 

We conducted a moving inter- 
view with Umm Ibrahim Al Aj- 
jouri, a mother of seven children 
and wife of a small farmer. She 


floods 


dot roved, and that they lost all 
their belongings and furniture. 
Other homes, we were told, had 
been inundated with water, and 
children had to be pulled to safety 
ihrough the windows. 


Tow 

farmers 


rd"* the end of the tuur. 

■ begged that journalists 

help them to request that their 
loans from the Jordan Coopera- 
tive Organisation he rescheduled 
and the interest on these loans 
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Credibility at stake 


THE ATTACK launched yesterday by the U.S. Navy against 
Iranian targets in the Gulf came as a limited, but necessary, 
response to the Iranian missile attack on a U.S. -flagged 
Kuwaiti tanker on Oct. 16. In view of Iran's deliberate 
provocation of the United States and its attacks on non- 
belligerent Arab neighbours, the Tehran leadership should 
have expected nothing less to happen in the way of mounted 
tension and confrontation. 

The U.S.-lranian confrontation in the Gulf was anticipated 
earlier this month when armed engagements took place 
between American warships and Iranian speedboats, some of 
which were caught sowing mines in international waters. It was 
only expected, then, that if Iran continued to threaten 
international navigation in Gulf waters and did not halt its 
provocation of U.S. forces as well as neighbouring Gulf states, 
such a retaliation as yesterday's would be the logical next step. 
Limited as yesterday's U.S. retaliation indeed was. we should 
not ignore the fact that the prospects for a larger conflict in the 
Gulf are greater than at any time before. Such a development, 
with all its unfavourable repercussions, including the interna- 
tionalisation and expansion of the conflict, may prove to be the 
only choice available for a country like the United States, as 
well as other states seeking an end to the Gulf war in the 
background of Iran's intransigence. For in the area of 
diplomacy, no stone was left unturned to seek a peaceful end to 
the war. From the United Nations to the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference to the Non-Aligned Movement to bilateral 
mediation, diplomatic attempts to end the hostilities have 
proved to be no more than an exercise in futility. 

Yesterday's American bombing oflranian oil facilities might 
have aimed at demonstrating to the Iranians that U.S. patience 
with Iran was running out. But it also must have been a 
question of credibility for the Americans. Had the United 
States refrained from responding to Iranian provocations, it 
would have made a laughing stock of the whole American 
armada stationed in the Gulf. After all, what was the purpose 
of hoisting the American flag on Kuwaiti tankers? The scope 
and purv iew of the U.S. concern for the principle of freedom of 
navigation in the Gulf was put to a real test when the 
U.S.-flagged Kuwaiti tanker was attacked by an Iranian 
missile. The U.S. reaction means that Washington has decided 
not to let its credibility suffer any more losses. After Irangate, 
it is difficult to see how Washington could afford it. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra 7; Congratulations 


WE send our congratulations to the newly elected director general of 
UNESCO Mr. Fredrico Mayor Zaragoza and see in his election a 
new step on UNESCO's path’ towards providing services to mankind. 
We also respect the decision of the world community and the 
Afro-Asiati group to elect Mr. Mayor following a bitter debate at 
UNESCO's meeting" in Paris. The election of Mr. Mayor following 
the withdrawal of Dr. Muhtar M'bow from the contest and the 
acceptance of Mr. Mayor as new UNESCO director was an exercise 
of democracy within the UNESCO establishment, and a civilised 
behaviour on the part of the delegates which deserves due praise. 
We sincerely hope that UNESCO, which has been always neutral and 
objective in" dealing with various issues, would continue to follow the 
same course of policy and to refuse all forms of blackmail that could 
be exercised against its executive board. Washington's declaration 
that despite the change of UNESCO's director it would not return to 


the organisation means that the presence of Mr. M'bow at the head 

4 ESC “ ----- 


of UNESCO was not the problem that caused the U.S. to withdraw. 
It is clear now that Washington's withdrawal was in protest against 
UNESCO's neutrality and us refusal to succumb to blackmail and 
pressure. 


AIDustour: Inviting; Arab leaders 


AS the time for the extraordinary summit meeting approaches. King 
Hussein's envoys continue their tour of Arab capitals delivering 
messages containing formal invitations for Arab leaders to take part 
in the coming meeting in Amman. The prevailing opportune 
situation in the Arab World and the improvement in relations among 
Arab countries is a real cause for satisfaction, and augurs well for the 
outcome ol the coming meeting A favourable atmosphere at the 
summit is bound to yield positive results and constructive steps 
towards safeguarding Arah interests. Jordan has been exerting 
strenuous efforts for the sake of making the coming summit a real 
success and fulfilling the aspirations of the Arab masses. For this to 
happen, alt side differences and disputes should end. and all 
misunderstandings must be shelved for the sake of serving the 
common causes. The coming summit looks to be the most important 
event in the Arab World in view of the serious developments the 
Middle East and the Gulf regions are witnessing at the moment. We 


look to the coming summit with hope, and we believe that the 
meeting of Arab leaders around one tank* will usher in a new stage in 


inter-Arab relations and open a new chapter in constructive work 
dial would benefit all Arab countries. 


Sawt AI Shaab: Shultz fails 


DURING his visit to Israel, U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
came to realise the differences between the Likud and Labour parties 
in the present coalition government on the idea of a international 
conference. But Shultz proved unable so far to criticise Israel's 
intransigence and its reluctance to take steps towards a lasting 
settlement for the Middle East problem. Shultz proved also unable to 
take any step towards changing Washington’s own position with 
regard lb the proposed conference. If any change in Israel's position 
is to take place ii must be instigated by Washington and if Shultz's 
present tour of the region is to succeed it should be based on a solid 
and practical plan for ending the Arab-lsraeli conflict. Israel believes 
that pejee is harmful to its existence, and therefore continues to carry 
out plans that run contrary to the course of peace. Therefore. 
Washington should free itself from Israel’s formula and from Israeli 
allegations that its security is threatened and that it requires more 
weapons to protect itself. Washington should take a more practical 


and positive stand with regard to the problem, especially as it realises 
too well the Arab countries’ position and tneir endeavours to 


implement Security Council Resolution 242 that seeks to establish 
peace in the region. 


The struggle for food security in the Middle East 


By Hugh Davies 


HOPES for food self-sufficiency 
for the Middle East are founder- 
ing on the triple obstacle of com- 
modity food surpluses, subsidised 


resources to match the Saudi 
grain production subsidies policy, 
which involves paying guaranteed 
rchase prices of £533 a tonne 
or wheat and $267 a tonne for 


£ 


production in exporting countries 
and the blow dealt to tne 


le region's 
development drive by the oil re- 
venue crash. 


barley. It has been estimated that 
in 1987 Saudi Arabia will 


New estimates prepared by the 
it of Agriculti 
(USDA) show th 
dependence on food imports is 


U.S-' Department of Agriculture 
USDA) show the Middle East's 


again on the rise. In value terms, 
agricultural imports of 20 Middle 
East countries may reach a total 
$30,000 million in 1987. com- 
pared with $27,000 million — 
equivalent to 30 per cent of re- 
gional export earnings — one 
year earlier. 

The dream of a generation of 
Middle East planners of achiev- 
ing regional food security is eva- 
porating amid evidence that such 
a programme is too expensive 
and essentially unviable. Instead, 
countries continue to rely on a 
hand-to-mouth policy of buying 
food when required on the world 
market. 

USDA says grain imports will 
total 48 million tonnes in 1987, 
more than double the amount 


farmers more than $1,300 million 
for a wheat harvest of 2.5 million 
tonnes, which it could have 
bought on the worid market for 
less than $250 million. 

Most Middle East states have 
continued to meet their grain 
shortfalls by relying on the world 
market. Even m Saudi Arabia, 
where much has been made of the 
increase in wheat production, 
54,600 million was spent on food 
imports, in 1986, making it easily 
the region's largest importer. 

The cost of increasing domestic 
production is high and the politic- 
al security afforded by self-suffi- 
ciency or strategic stocks has 
proved too costly for most states. 

While concentrating on trim- 
ming internal food subsidies and 
increasing the role of private far- 
mers, USDA says Egypt has 
allowed food stocks to fall to 


Egypt in the early 1980s, as in 
many countries in the region, was 
kept in makeshift units in the 
desert. There is now a consider- 
able drive throughout the region 
to improve storage, although this 
is aimed at increasing efficiency 
rather thaa holding building 


raiegc 

USDA estimates that contracts 
worth $600 million -1,000 million 
will be offered in 1988 for food 
storage facilities throughout the 
region. More than $5u0 millio n 
worth are expected to be signed 
in 1987. 


Many governments m the re- 
gion are increasing investment in 


for meat and 90 per cent for eggs 
are also forecast. 



While the price of strategic 
fodefer 


dangerously low levels. Stocks 
represented 17 per cent of utilisa- 


imported by the Soviet Union. 
Despite' some impressive 


tion in 1980. By 1987, they were 
down to 4.5 per cent of the 


achievements in raising food pro- 
duction in several states, notably 
Saudi Arabian wheat production. 


it is now widely recognised that 
lf-suffici< 


Middle East food self-sufficiency 
is unlikely ever to be achieved 
except in' some minor commod- 
ities. 


Heavy subsidies 
No Middle East state has the 


million tonnes of grain used. 

Egypt’s 400,000 tonnes of mod- 
em grain storage capacity is soon 
to be augmented through a U.S. 
Agency for international De- 
velopment (USAID) agreement. 
Silos will be built on the Red Sea 
coast and at Alexandria in remm 
for Egyptian purchases of surplus 
American grain in the U.S. Ex- 
port Enhancement Programme. 


Makeshift 

Much of the grain stored in 


The Middle East grain stores 


SIGNIFICANT food reserves are available only in Saudi Arabia, 
Iran and Iraq. Saudi Arabia has built up more than 4.5 million 
tonnes of grain storage capacity, largely to cope with the 
subsidy-led growth in wheat output rather than as a strategic 
regional reserve. The kingdom also has 200,000 tonnes of cold 
storage capacity for livestock and dairy produce — commodities 
that are subject to supply fluctuations. 


Iran has the capacity to store more than 4 million tonnes of 
grain. Much of tne capacity is new, built in response to wax- 


conditions and also to its mnch improved harvest, which is 
expected to exceed 7 million tonnes again this year. Turkish 
contractors have built much of the new capacity on the back of an 
oil barter deal. 


lent on grain supplies through Syria 


Iraq, which is hii ^ 

and Turkey, has aisolhadto build uplts storage to cope with the 


uncertainties of the Gulf war. It has 1.5 million tonnes of storage 
capacity, mostly new and built to high standards. 

Down the Gulf, Oman has particularly good facilities and 
sometimes stores grain on contract for the UAE. In addition to 
60,000 tonnes of grain stores, Oman’s Public Authority for 
Marketing Agricultural Produce is building 18 cold storage 
collection ana distribution centres. By contrast, the UAE, like 


A/, .... . 

Kuwait and Jordan, is growing more dependent on Saudi Arabia 


for both storage and supply. 

In 1985, the GCC commissioned a study from the World Bank 
and several private consultants into the cost of setting up an 
organisation to control the storage of up to 10-15 months’ 
strategic food reserves for members. The study concluded that the 
scheme — costed at several billion dollars — was not worthwhile, 
given the many transhipment points for GCC imports and the 
reduced likelihood of a grain embargo following the failure of the 
U.S. embargo of the Soviet Union in 1979. Any serious decision 
on these findings were pre-empted by the oil price collapse, and 
plans for the organisation were shelved. 


policies. But food import 
still likely to increase as populati- 
ons grow and tastes become more 
expensive. USDA estimates they 
wifi total about $30,000 million in 
1987. Without low worid food 
prices and domestic cutbacks 
caused by foreign exchange shor- 
tages, the estimated figure might 
have been much higher. 

The kind of storage capacities 
that would hold a strategic re- 
serve are not feasible for most 


Middle East states, mainly on 
cost grounds. Instead, efforts 


have been made to spread grain 
purchases over a large number of 
producers to reduce dependence. 


Continuing high import bills 
will keep up the pressure to in- 
crease food production in all 
areas. But with the region's 
population expected to increase 
from 215 million in 1990 to 279 
million by 2000, demand for all 


food commodities, such as 

grain, remains low, it would seem 
wiser for Middle East states to 
buy on the burgeoning world 
market, rather than attempt to 
boost domestic production, at 
much greater cost. 

However, set-aside schemes in 
the U.S. aod similar production 
curbs in Europe cannot be viewed 
with great relish by Middle East 
grain buyers, who benefit con- 
siderably from continued global 
overproduction. The Middle East 
economies will remain dependent 
on grain imports for many years 
to come. Any firming of prices is 
bound to be a source of worry as 
it would only emphasise how far 
from setf-surfidency they are — 
Middle East Economic Digest, 
London. 


Grain prices in 1987 
($ a tonne) 


staple crops can be expected to 
apiah 


grow rapidly for the rest of the 
century. 

A study for the Washington- 
based International Food Policy 
Research Institute by Middle 
East agronomist Nabfl Khaldi 
predicts that the gap between 
supply and demand will widen 
from 17 million tonnes to 31.4 
million tonnes between 1980-90, 
and will reach 52 million tonnes 
by 2000. 

In its 1986 report Towards 
2000, the U.N. Food and Agricul- 


Saudi guaranteed price 
Milling wheat 
Barley 


533 

267 


Jordanian guaranteed price 

Milling wheat 417 

Market price 

Milling wheat 75- 100 fob 

Feed wheat 60-80 fob 

Barley 60-65 fob 

Rice (Thai grade B) 250-300 fob 


Prices differ from quoted export 


ture Organisation (FAO) predicts 
tana for cereals wil increase 


prices as they are covered by 
subsidy programmes from the 
main exporters. The price 
obtained varies considerably, de- 


demc 

19 per cent by 2000. Rises of 
per cent for sugar, 72 per cent 


pending on the purchasing coun- 
try and its geopolitical position. 


Deng leaves legacy of great change, daunting problems 


By Jim Abrams 

The Associated Press 


BEIJING — Deng Xiaoping will 


take a step back from centre stage 
ontn. 


in Chinese politics this mon 
leaving his successors a nation 
that has prospered under his in- 
novations but is still wracked by 
social and economic problems. 


Deng, 83, is expected to give 
up his seat on the five-man polit- 


buro standing committee, the 
summit of power in China, and 
relinquish at least one other post 
when the 13th national Commun- 
ist Party Congress convenes Oct. 
25. * 

Deng will continue to exert 
strong influence over policy. Bur 
he seems intent on easing his own 
responsibilities, and, as part of 
the theme of rejuvenation to 
dominate the congress, easing out 


his fellow aging revolutionaries 
hindered his far- 


who have 
reaching economic and political 
reforms as well. 

Those reforms, now being pur- 
sued to various degrees by the 
Soviet Union and other Socialist 
nations, have brought new vigour 
to this nation of 1 billion by 
replacing unwieldy central plan- 
ning with production according to 
market demand. 

They have also given the 
Chinese people a respite from 
decades of political upheaval 
caused bv the egalitarian visions 
of Mao Tse-Tung. 


gross national product. 

Since 1980, per capita income 
in rural areas, the prime benefac- 
tors of Deng’s market-oriented 
policies, has risen from 134 to 424 
yuan ($36 to $115) a year. In 
cities, income per person jumped 
from 316 to 828 yuan ($85 to 
$223). 

Deng dismantled the com- 
munes, replacing them with a 
system in which 98 per cent of farm 
households have contracts with 
the state and are free to grow 
whatever they want beyond those 
contracts. 

They sell produce to 67,000 
free markets around the country " 
that supply more than half the 
food in some cities and offer a 
wide selection of items in a nation 
that once subsisted on cabbage 
through the winter months. 

In pre-Deng days, the “four 
major items” were a bike, sewing 
machine, watch and transistor 
radio. Now, the upwardly mobile 
Chinese family demands a re- 
frigerator, colour TV, washing 
machine and stereo. 

In industry, state-monopolised 


side off the farms and into rural 
industries, relieving the strains of 
excess farm population and creat- 
ing a vital new force in the eco- 


have inadequate housing, even by 
Chinese standards. Thirty per 


□omy. 
It ha 


products have been reduced from 


256 to 26 and the number of 


goods controlled by the ministry 


Since Deng, a prime victim of 
Mao’s 1966-76 cultural revolu- 


tion, rose to power at the end of 
the 1970s. China has doubled its 


of commerce from 188 to 
More than half of state-owned 
enterprises have implemented 
some kind of responsibility sys- 
tem where the manager has the 
authority to make decisions on 
production, personnel changes 
and wages. 

Deng's government has man- 
aged to move 70 million of the 
i million people in the country- 


las also encouraged the acti- 
vities of 18 million private entre-' 
preneurs running streetside food 
stalls, repair shops, small res- 
taurants and hotels. 

The government is tiding out 
such capitalist institutions as 
stock markets, private housing, 
labour contracts, land sales, leas- 
ing and semi-autonomous banks. 

The party congress will pledge 
absolute support for and celebrate 
the successes of this grand experi- 
ment. But it is also certain to 
touch on some of the enormous 
problems the reforms have, 
ignored or created. 

China remains one of the 
poorest nations on earth. 
Although 400 million people have 
escaped poverty since 1979, 100 
million still live below the poverty 
Hue set at less than 200 yuan (554) 
a person annually. About 40 mil- 
lion still lack adequate food and 
dothing. 

WangXingbang, an agriculture 
leader in western Gansu Pro- 
vince, one of China’s poorest, 
said in an interview that the 
barren area has had 21 droughts 
in the last 28 years, but only 
one-tenth of the land is irrigated. 

His goals are modest — “m the 
past three years we stopped the 
human mistakes of cutting trees 
and overcultivation. In the next 
five we hope to solve the food 
and clothing problem.” 

A quarter of urban residents 


cent have no kitchens, 27 per cent 
no running water and two-thirds 
are without private toilets. 

The government last year said 
education will be compulsory 
through the ninth grade, but ack- 
nowledged that it may take de- 
cades before all Chinese receive a 
basic education. The education 
ministry puts the number of 
illiterates at 200 million. 

Partly as a result of the re- 
forms, grain production has stag- 
nated, a major worry in a nation 
where tens of thousands starved 
to death only 25 years ago. Far- 
■ :iners can now make more grow- 
ing vegetables for private markets 
than selling grain to the state, and 
the nation is losing 500,000 hec- 


themselves into masters ... They 
even turn the power they serve 
into an instrument to extort and 
make things difficult for the 
peasants.” 

Cases of economic crime, many. 


new refrigerator or a passport. 



involving local officials, wereujj 


supreme people's procuratorate, 
or prosecutor’s office, said there 


tares of land every year to con- 
desertification and 


struction, 
misuse. 


Speakers at the congress will 
lil a 


rail against the scourges of 
•bureaucracy and corruption en- 
Chinc 


55 per cent last year to 78,0( 
The state auditing administration 
said in June that “violations of 
economic laws and regulations, 
corruption, fraud and waste have 
been up to such a serious degree 
that they are affecting economic 
reforms." 

The authoritative Beijing Re- 
view said in September that 45ft 
lives had been lost and 660 -mil-, 
lion yuan ($180 million) squan- 
dered as a result of bureaucratic 
negligence in 1987. The forestry 
minister was sacked in June for 
his incompetent handling of a 
catastrophic forest fire that killed 
193. 

The official press reports cases 


were 2,000 cases of human rights 
violations through June, up 13 
per cent, including extracting 
confessions by torture, illegal cus- 
tody and false accusations. 


>dy 

But ultimate power remains 


demic to Chinese life. 

The People’s Daily (Renmin 


such as the factory that had to get 
seals from 860 different govem- 


Ribao), mouthpiece of the party, 
jlaii 


complained this summer that 
“the public servants have made 


meat offices before imporfing$2 
milli on worth of equipment. The 
“back door," or personal con- 
tacts, is often the only way to get 
theatre tickets, an apartment, a 


Austria faces the end of social partnership 


A special relationship between unions and government in Austria has 
provided years of social peace. Times are changing and it looks as if 
this cosy consensus has had its day. Judy Dempsey reports. 


VIENNA — Austria's trade un- 
ions held their 11th congress in 
Vienna recently against a back- 
ground of new economic and 
social problems which will almost 
certainlv raise many questions 
about rfie nature of tne tradition- 
al and special relationship be- 
tween the government and the 
unions. 

This special relationship, 
known as the “social part- 
nership.” provided years of social 
peace in Austria. In the past, 
governments and trade union, 
rather than risk any forms of 
conflict, built a relationship based 
largely on consensus and com- 
promise. 

One of the bricks of the rela- 
tionship, particularly during the 
leadership of the Socialist chan- 
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cellor. Mr. Bruno Kreisky, was 


icy. 

that the government would pro- 
tect the workforce against unem- 
ployment. The cost for maintain- 
ing that promise led to increasing 
subsidies for the state-run indus- 
tries, the bulk of which are lo- 
cated in the heavy industry 
sector. 

As the trade unions convened, 
the growing consensus was that 
the days of compromise are draw- 
ing to an end. But if the social 
annership is to continue, “it will 
iave to be seriously modified in 
such a way as to reflect the 
changing economic and political 
climate here,” commented an 
Austrian economist. 

Two issues have precipitated 
this rethink: One is the govern- 
ment’s policy to restructure the 
large state-run industry; the other 


is the future political and social 
role the Austrian trade unions 
can play. 

Under a vast restructuring 
programme of the Oesterreichis- 
che Industrieholding AG, 
(OIAG) the holding company of 
the state -run industries, the lari 
industrial conglomerates will 
broken up. As part of this reorga- 
nisation. about 19.000 jobs will 
be lost over the next three years. 

The break-up of the large steel 
sectors is crucial to the political 
influence of the trade unions. 

Smaller units will have far less 
olitical clout,” argued one 
irialist commentator. “The con- 
centration of power will be 
weakened considerably.” 

It is not only the power 
base which will be weakened: For 
the first time, the trade unions 
will now have to face the prospect 
of some form of long-term unem- 
ployment for their members. 
They will have to consider re- 
training programmes and labour 
mobility. Mr. Hugo Michael 
Sekyra, general director of 
OIAG, said recently that job 
mobility, which is uncommon in 
Austria, will have to become a 
reality. 

The political reality confront- 
ing the trade union movement is 
that it cannot realistically oppose 
the government's plans for 
OIAG. ‘There is no real alterna- 
tive,” one trade union official 
explained. “What we have to do 
now is decide what we want for 
the futqje.” . 

"Part of the congress agenda 
included a discussion on a 35- 


hour week. The government will 
entertain this idea provided it will 
not mean more subsidies. This is 
where the “no alternative" comes 
in. In strategy aimed at making 
the state-run sector more com- 
petitive, Mr. Sekyra has insisted 
on not asking the government for 
more money- The taxpayer has 
already paid out more than $2.3 
billion this year alone which, Mr. 


Sekyra says, will have to last until 
1990. That is a view shared by 
Mr. Franz Vranitzky, the Social- 


ist chancellor who said recently: 
“People must know where there 
balance sheet lies.” 

The congress also discussed the 
government’s cost-saving budget, 
which emails a reduction in pen- 
sions and fringe benefits, things 
which were, until recently, never 
questioned. 

That is why the appointment at 
the congress of a new trade union 
leader is crucial for the future 
development of the movement. 
The 73-y ear-old Mr. Anton Be- 
nya retires and will be succeeded 
by the spritely 42-year-old Mr. 
Fritz Veizetnitsch. Mr. Verzet- 
nitsch has worked closely with 
Mr. Benya over the past year but 
unlike his predecessor's tenure, 
Mr. Verzetnitsch faces a society 
which is gradually moving away 
from a blue-collar-based work- 
force to a white-collar profile in 
which services and technology 
mil assume greater importance. 

As one trade union official put 
it: “The days of working class 
trade unionism in Austria are 
suddenly coming to an end. The 
process of thinking about our 
future will be painfiS.” That pro- 
cess may also put strains on the 
social partnership — Financial 
Times feature. 
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with the party, and appeals for 
more political rights, such as 
occurred in last winter’s pro- 
democracy student demonstra- 
!. tions, are quickly put down with 
..-pronouncements that- Westem- 
; iistyle democracy has no place in- 
"‘Socialist China. 

Premier and acting party leader 
Zhao Ziyang, in a recent inter- 
view with the American televi- 
sion network NBC emphasised 
that "if there were no Socialist 
system, there would be no stabil- 
ity and unity in the country and 
the country would be in havoc.” 
But China’s system, which it 
now calls “the initial stage of 
Socialism," is certain to face 
further stresses as Deng’s reforms 
and the open door policy mature. 









‘Deregulation of aviation industry democratises air travel; 
regionalisation is key to Third World airlines’ success 


By Ali Ghandour 

mg is the text of a speech, delivered by Mr, Ghandour ;, 
n the board and Chief Executive Officer of Royal 


vered and ) became buoyant. 


So 


The followin, 
chairman o\ 

Jordanian Airlines to the second annual transportation conference 
(airlines, rad roads, trucking and shipping) which took place in 
Washington Oct. 7-9, .198/: 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 


re- 


THANK you very mich for invit- 
ing me to be your principal speak- 
er today. It is a great honour that 
I could not decline and a splendid 
opportunity that I did not wish to 
miss. Moreover, it is a tribute to 
the aviation industry to which I 
belong and to Jordan the country 
that I represent. I am exceedingly 
grateful to Salomon Brothers, the 
doyen of investment banking 
worldwide, for having included 
the Third World in your agenda. 
We have been ignored for too 
long, and Salomon Brothers' 
worthy initiative sets the example 
and the pace for similar great 
institutions to follow suit. In our 
pursuit of world stability, peace 
and prosperity we must per force 
address the issues at hand within 
a global context. 

I am immensely pleased to be 
in the company of distinguished 
men and women, and I am daz- 
zled and dazed by such great 
display of financial and brain 
power. I also enjoy the look of 
radiant faces and as anyone might 
expect or suspect we are basking 
in the glory of a 5-year long 
economic growth ana record^ 
breaking stock markets in New 
York, London, Tokyo, Paris and 
Madrid to name only a few. I 
share your enthusiasm and your 
optimism and I am fortunate to 
be speaking to you at this time 
and from a vantage point too. 

International air transport is a 
dynamic, complex and volatile 
system. It has become volatile 
since U.S. deregulation in 1978, 
but sbows signs of settling down 
notwithstanding the new chal- 
lenges that are now 
sen ted in fields other than" 
traditional ones of capacity 
limitation, frequency determina- 
tion and fare setting which con- 
straints have been eliminated in 
some major theatres of operation 
and in the process of fading in 
others. 

I wish to point out that it will 
be difficult to look into the pre- 
sent and future without undertak- 
ing a rational assessment of the 
past for many of the actions 
which are the subject of debate 
today trace their origins to the 
time the international aviation 
industry was in its infancy. I 
assure you that there is neither 
shame nor guilt in resurrecting 
the past for all people within ana 
outside the industry have good 
reason to be proud of it as at 
various times it has served the 
world community well. 

It will be recalled that towards 
the end of the Second World War 
an international conference was 
convened in Chicago, at the in- 
vitation of the United States, to 
formulate a universal internation- 
al air transport policy for interna- 
tional travel and commerce. As 
might have been expected a con- 
flict of interests had arisen in 
whcb the major contending par- 
ties were the United States and 
Britain representing the forces of 
liberalism and regulation, respec- 
tively, each for reasons of their 
own. The United States wanted 
relatively complete competitive 
freedom. The United Kingdom, 
on the other hand, taking due 
cognizance of the dominant posi- 
tion of the United States in inter- 
national civil aviation feared a 
domineering role for the Amer- 
icans in the post-war years and 
wanted to set up an international 
agency to control capacity, fre- 
quency and fares. The routes 
were to be assigned through bi- 
lateral agreements. 

The final outcome of the Chi- 
cago conference was “the Chica- 
go Convention," which is rightly 
hailed as a milestone in the annals 
of international civil aviation, but 
since the conference did not re- 
sult in a multilateral solution to 
the problems of deciding on a 
means of exchanging commercial 
rights, it became necessary for 
countries desiring air service be- 
tween their territories to agree to 
exchange commercial air rights 
through bilateral negotiations. 
Representatives from Great Bri- 
tain and the United States met in 
Bermuda in 1946 to exchange 
operatingiights between the two 
nations. The Bermuda agreement 
resulted in the famous L nve free- 
doms" of the air which set the 
pattern for dealing in civil avia- 
tion amongst sovereign states. So 
it came to pass that in 1946 the 
United Sates obtained satisfac- 
tion on the liberalisation of capa- 
cities and gave way on fares. 

It is obvious that the United 
States has reluctantly 
ised its principles 
in the interests of coming to terms 
with the rest of the world. The 
United States has been charged 
erroneously I think, that its drive 
for a deregulated aviation en- 
vironment m the post-war years 
•stemmed not as much from its 


adherence to the principles of 
free trade but because it had 
singularly emerged from the war 
well eqmpped with the necessary 
aircraft, experience and finance 
to dominate. One has only to 
look at the long history and re- 
cord of U.S. anti-trust legislation 
— and enforcement — to give the 
lie to such a proposition. The 
American attitude has 
been in sharp contrast 
abstruse thinking of the British 


me Duoyan 

did Japan. The so-called econo- 
mically backward countries of the 
world had become the developing 
nations and the beneficiaries, in a 
good number of cases, of newely- 
discovered wealth. Travel ceased 
to be the prerogative of the 
American people. And the ad- 
vent of new technology in avia- 
tion, jet propulsion to be precise, 
coupled with rising standards of 
living in the world, revolutionised 
the international air travel mar- 
ket. Healthy rates of growth, 
approximating to 15 per cent per 
annum at times, were claimed 
and the future seemed both 
i' always promising and .reassuring. The 
■ rh t cL market looked good ana insati- 
Jritish It ab,e rendered it 


t possible 
for the supplemental, the non- 
skeds, to make their ali-too famil- 
iar inroads. They operated at 90 
per cent as opposed to 50 per cent 
load factors for the scheduled 
carriers and made money. While 
it is true that they operated from 
a vantage point unburdened with 
the usual overheads of the regu- 
lars they demonstrated beyond 
the shadow of any doubt that, 
contrary to widely-held belief, 
the demand for international air 
transportation is relatively price 
elastic. This implies that a prop- 
ortional decrease in fares will 
lead to a larger proportional in- 
crease in traffic, resulting in in- 
creased airline revenues. The 
arguments regarding the econo- 
mic health of the industry under 
“competitive fares" were power- 
ful and persuasive and must have 
readily appealed to the ethos of 
the American government which, 
in any case, was the advocate for, 
if not the champion of, liberalism 
in economic matters. The U.S. 
administration was under press- 
ure to deregulate domestically 
and it did by the Aviation Act of 
1975. A litany of successes have 
since been cl aim ed as a result and 
the rest of the world peacefully 
coexisted with the American 
domestic experiment for one did 
not threaten the other and the 
two worlds were not set on a 
collision course. But there were 
the cynics amongst us who were 
not impressed and thought that 
the American success was riding 
high on the wave of an economic 
boom and that they better adopt 
an attitude of “wait and see.*' I 
would like to mention at this 
point that the pendulum of for- 
tune and misfortune for our in- 
dustry swings with booms and 
recessions, respectively, and that 
to my mind even the managed 
economies of the world have not 
been able to tame the economic 
cycles which result in the upsurge 
and downturn in the level of 
economic activity of which air 
transport forms an integral part 
but has no direct control over it. 

The U.S. administration en- 
couraged by its domestic experi- 
ment at deregulation decided, un- 
ilaterally, to deregulate interna- 
tionally by adopting the U.S. 
Aviation Deregulation Act of 
1978. The American action 
amounted to a bombshell and 
caused tremors in its wake. The 
old order of international avia- 
tion, I'ancien regime, was 
threatened and the world aviation 
community mustered all the 
strength at its disposal and 
reacted violently. How could the 
United States unleash the forces 
of the marketplace to interfere 
with a world aviation order that 
has been meticulously built and 
nurtured over the years? Will not 
freedom of competition destroy 
the venr fabric that it seeks to 
protect? Is not monopoly which is 
the negation of competition the 
result of unfettered competition? 
These were legitimate questions 
that had to be asked, but I bad all 
along maintained that there has 
been a misreading of the Amer- 
ican mind and of American inten- 
tions. 

I have always been an ardent 
supporter of U.S. deregulation 
not that I possess any powers of 
prescience, but simply Decause I 
firmly believed that there was 
opportunity in risk. In a speech 
that I delivered seven years ago 
before the first Netherlands collo- 
quium on international air trans- 
port I stated, "The U.S. unilater- 
al action is seen in bad light 
outside America. Need it be so? 
The American action, we need 
remind ourselves, is positive in 
its aims, expansive in its approach 
and application. In other words it 
is not a restrictive practice. Just 
the contrary. And one has to 
draw the line between unilateral- 
actions that seek to free and those 
that seek to curtail. The Amer- 
ican action is also seen to result in 
immense potential gain to con- 
sumers from greater price com- 
petition in international markets 
due to resulting lower feres, grea- 
ter frequency, and more desirable 
fare-quality combinations avail- 
able to the consumer. Estimates 
have been made of potential con- 
sumer benefits resulting from 
mak in g air transportation avail- 
able to a larger segment of the 
population. Mr. Chris W, Paul, 
assistant professor of economics 
at the University of Georgia, had 
estimated that as much as 16 


is perhaps worth recalling that 
negotiations for the North Atlan- 
tic route, begun as early as 1929, 
bad resulted in preliminary agree- 
ments to offer service twice a 
week between the United States 
and England. However, the Brit- 
ish insisted that Pan American 
could not offer the service until 
such time that a British carrier 
could also offer similar service. 
Since the British did not possess a 
commercial aircraft capable of 
flying the North Atlantic, service 
was delayed. (This happened at a 
time when the memory of Adam 
Smith was very much alive and 
respectable ana his book, “The 
Wealth of Nations," was presc- 
ribed reading in political eco- 
nomy at British universities, but 
British mercantilism had oversha- 
dowed good common sense). 

At tins juncture, it is well to 
remember that while the ex- 
change of international traffic 
rights of commercial civil aviation 
and regulation of capacities and 
frequencies was left to Bermuda- 
type agreements, the function of 
setting rates on international 
routes was vested in LATA, our 
trade association, which was for- 
mally established in Havana in 
1945. There were two most im- 
portant provisions in the set 
of fares: (I ) A proposed tariff hs 
to be approved unanimously by 
all die members, and (2) the 
approved tariff was still subject to 
the approval of the aeronautical 
agency of each of the member 
nations that would be affected. 

IATA's multilateral system for 
fare setting in the immediate 
post-war years worked well and 
was not challenged. The level of 
feres had not as yet become an 
issue and was not considered as a 
constraint to the development of 
the air travel market. There were 
other factors at play : The state- 
of-the-art in aircraft manufactur- 
ing had not developed to its full 
potential as we know it today, 
balance of payments problems for 
the greater part of the world 
resulting in foreign exchange con- 
trols which impeded international 
travel, and low levels of economic 
activity and weQ-being. The air 
travel market then catered for 
business and leisure travellers 
who had been insensitive to price. 
The Americans dominated the 
'leisure market because they were 
at the time the only people who 
could afford to travel without 
restrictions and were attracted to 
various parts of the world by a 
low general level of prices and 
exceptionally favourable ex- 
change rates to the dollar. Within 
these given parameters it was 
obvious, as industry sources 
claimed, that feres were agreed 
upon multilaterally with an eye 
on cost rather than on growth. It 
is open to question as to whether 
fares were in the final analysis 
cost-related because it begot the 
question as to whose cost and 
what cost. I had argued at the 
time that in spite of the elaborate 
machinery which existed for the 
purpose, fares were set by rule- 
of-thumb taking into account the 
views and objections of ali parties 
concerned. Conseauently, fares 
were determined subjectively and 
ended up higher than they would 
otherwise have obtained under a 
more competitive environment. 
Paradoxically enough, everybody 
seemed to be quite happy. The 
least efficient carriers Felt com- 
fortable with a fare which they 
thought afforded them protection 
and least-cost earners stood up to 
reap undue gains. Little wonder 
that the airlines flew the friendly 
skies of the world at 50 per cent 
load factors and felt complacent. 
It might not have occurred to 
them that they were flying their 
aircraft half-empty but fuel was 
selling at 13 cents per U.S. gallon 
and consumerism bad not raised 
its head. Multilateralism for all its 
convenience spawned protection- 
ism indiscriminately and without 
paying due regard to the respec- 
tive properties of dynamic and 
stagnant markets. There was no 
talk of impropriety of IATA’s 
actions in this respect. After all, 
as I had earlier mentioned, the 
governments concerned unwit- 
tingly colluded to endorse the 
measures so taken. 

In the meantime the world 
scene changed and has been 
changing. The economies of 
Western Europe, thanks to the 
Marshall Plan which celebrates its 
40th anniversary this year, reco* 
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billion dollars of pnblic welfare 
worldwide is going to result from 
reduced air feres. This consum- 
ers' surplus whether or not of this 
magnitude is important because 
when the economies of the world 
are plagued by double-digit infla- 
tion that has become a worldwide 
phenomenon the release of pur- 
chasing power resulting from de- 
creased feres will add to the 
consumers’ discretionary in- 
come and help defray hotel and 
food costs, etc., that have risen 
out of all proportion, thus prom- 
oting international travel. That 
was back in 1980. 

Today, the U.S. action is 
viewed as having brought about 
the democratisation of air travel. 
It is not without significance that 
the global tide of tourism reaches 
340 million travellers a year, from 
the Amazon to Antartica, Burma 
to Belize, the slopes of Mount 
Everest to the wilds of Mongolia 
so much so that concern is now 
being voiced about the adverse 
impact of such horrendous and 
widespread dimension of tourist 
movement on ecology in various 
parts of the world. 

I have expressed my view on 
previous occasions that the U.S. 
action is irreversible in spite of 
the fact that the deregulated en- 
vironment, which is tantamount 
to free exit and free entry, has 
given rise to concentration of 
ownership (oligopoly) and the 
emergence of the megacarriers. 
Because the U.S. is able and 
willing to deal with predatory 
actions that might arise and its 
historic record of enforcing com- 



I have always been an 
ardent supporter of 
U.S. deregulation 

tion and (b) intra-European con- 
siderations whereby already well- 
entrenebed European carriers 
seem to resist encroachment. In 
my view, the Europeans are in 
both instances fighting a rear- 
guard action. The trend towards 
liberalisation mav become sub- 


ject to 
alisation 


may 

o delaying tactics, but liber- 
ion itself has become a 
strategic objective and will in the 
end prevail. The trend towards 
privatisation in Europe will pro- 
vide an added impetus to an 
expanding liberalised aviation en- 
vironment. Trans-national inter- 
dependence is beyond question, 
and collaborative efforts by 
;’s smaller airlines such as 


they do share some common 
■characteristics; They arc essen- 
tially primary producing coun- 
tries and the terms of trade have 
historically shifted against them. 
Today we are witnessing a sharp 
fell in international commodity 
prices and Third World indebted- 
ness, varying from country to 
country, has become of major 
concern. 

Economic priorities are per 
force being re-examined and re- 
established and consequently the 
national carriers whose formation 
by the newly-emancipated coun- 
tries of the world in the aftermath 
of World War II as the symbol of 
sovereignty and the attainment of 
nationhood will not escape dose 
scrutiny. Furthermore it is incon- 
ceivable that flag carriers that 
belong to developing countries 
which come down hard on the 
issues of human rights can expect 
to refurbsh abroad an image that 
has been tarnished at home. In 
such circumstances, the prestige 
cliche which has been blown out 
of proportion can be put to rest. 

Developing nations’ airlines 
are in a dilemma: What role do 
they envisage for themselves and 
how to cope in an increasingly 
competitive environment? They 
cannot fail to take notice of de- 
velopments, both evolutionary or 
revolutionary, in the internation- 
al arena especially that there are 
lessons to be learnt. They can 
either elect to hold on to the 
“safety net” of the old regime or 
face op to the new challenges. 

In the first case, the bilaterals 
will hold true and will provide the 
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spectively, and that to 
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may be to cross-border 
tigama 

and alliances. While Europe may 
be seen as posited against the 
United States and vice versa and 
in my opinion unjustifiably so, 
the industiy is poised to enter the 
next consolidation phase — 
namely, global airline mergers. 
And in America it is stron- 
gly believed that in the near 
future one or more U.S.- air- 
lines will attempt to ac- 
quire foreign airlines, especial! 
because many are privately he! 

I do not think that the Euro- 
peans, though capable, will be 
able to return the compliment 
because there is little, if any, 
chance of the U.S. Aviation Act 
being amended to permit foreign 

cent 




but has no direct con- 
trol over it. 


petition in various industries is 
unassailable, I do not foresee the 
U.S. retracting back towards reg- 
ulation. In Europe the reaction to 
the extra-territoriality of U.S. de- 
regulation was one of vacillation: 
From cold to warm to lukewarm. 
In their initial hostile reaction 
which was eventually toned down 
by a sense of pragmatism, the 
European airlines had not real- 
ised, nor did they wish to admit, 
that the competitive provisions of 
the Treaty of Rome applied to 
dvil air transport too. In the 
process, the Europeans sought — 
and achieved — a modus vivendi 
which led in a piecemeal fashion 
to a liberalised environment start- 
ing with the U.K.-Holland air 
agreement. The trend is some- 
what being threatened now be- 
cause of fa) fear of U.S. domina- 


The Third World, on the other 
band, is at cross-roads, pie role 
of developing countries in inter- 
national air transport cannot be 
overlooked notwithstanding the 
fact that Third World countries 
continue to be plagued by finan- 
cial woes and, in many instances, 
internal strife and inter-country 
conflicts of unprecedented ana 
forbidding magnitude which sap 
resources and hinder develop- 
ment. The West cannot afford to 
ignore the Third World itself, 
whose 127 nations contain 80 per 
cent of the earth's 5 billion peo- 
ple. In a global context, the well- 
being of Third World countries is 
complementary to that of West- 
ern societies in the worthy pursuit 
of stability, expanded trade and 
increased business opportunities. 

At the same time, they cannot 
within their own territory be 
viewed in a vacuum apart from 
the rest of the economy but as 
part of one whole. Except for the 
ricb nations, the OPEC group, 


dilemma: What role 
do they envisage for 
themselves and how 
to cope in an in- 
creasingly competi- 
tive environment? 


protection that is sought. But this 
will be at the expense of market 
development. High feres will not 
stimulate the market and the re- 
sulting low load factors, being 
reflected in inadequate cash 
flows, will not sustain. a viable 
and efficient operation. While I 
recognise that route rights and 
fare-setting are not tne final 
word, governments of Third 
World countries have not been 
veiy helpful to their national car- 
riers. Tne airlines in the great 
majority of cases are state-owned 
and have to succumb to 
bureaucratic parties. In many in- 
stances, they were crippled be- 
fore they could start to walk. 
Such handicaps include under- 
capitalisation, Hi-defined objec- 
tives, inadequately trained staff 
and ambiguous govemment/car- 
rier relationship. 

Because of initially feeble 
capital structures and an agonis- 
ing debt-equity ratio exceeding 3 
to 1, many airlines find them- 
selves unat 
downturns : 
leasing of aircraft instead of out- 
right purchase has become in 
vogue, the catchword remains 
“cashflow” which is central to 
covering the expenses arising 
from the operation. It is not 
surprising that in such circumst- 
ances developing nations’ airlines 
find themselves unable to mod- 
ernise the various facets of airline 
operation to cope with interna- 


iny airlines nna tnem- 
ible to cope with cyclical 
is in the industry. While 


tional standards and rising ex- 
pectations. 

The situation is not altogether 
hopeless and there is a glimmer of 
hope. The concept of “regional- 
ism” in international air trans- 
port, of which I am a constant 
and ardent advocate, is rapidly 
gaining acceptance and is picking 
up momentum. It is no more a 
forlorn hope. The U.S. is to ail 
practical intents and purposes a 
region of 50 states and a Euro- 
in air travel market is foreseen 
1992 unless the silly issue of 
Rock of Gibraltar between 
Britain and Spain is not resolved 
by then. Other parts of the world, 
Africa, the Middle East, Latin 
America, South-East Aria and 
the Western Pacific lend them- 
selves to regional grouping a la 
Europe ana the U.S. A., out a 
great sense of maturity amongst 
the nations concerned has yet to 
emerge in order to hook them on 
to the road towards an integrated 
market. The trend fortunately 
will be aided by the recent wave 
of privatisation which is permeat- 
ing the various facets of economic 
life. For obvious reasons, we can 
look forward to closer coopera- 
tion — and integration — - be- 
tween like-minded entities to 
whom the profit motive is an 
essential ana important consid- 
eration. If this does take place, 
and I hope it will, cost improve- 
ments will most likely be 
achieved through improved pro- 
ductivity, pooled resources, res- 
tructured fleets, and joint purch- 
ase (fuel, airplane insurance). At 
the operational level, consider- 
able advantages can be derived 
by sharing; airplanes for thin 
routes or highly seasonal routes. 
Such decisions, however, call for- 
standard airplanes, standard new 
tr ainin g, and to some extent, a 
loss of identity. 

As can be seen, there seems to 
be widespread recognition of the 
importance of international air 
transport because of interacting 
interests around the world Yet, 
it strikes me as somewhat 
strange, even odd, that the avia- 
tion industiy does not wield the 
clout that is commensurate with 
its responsibilities, and is quite 
often targeted for unfair criticism 
that belongs elsewhere. In other 
words, it does not enjoy the lobby 
strength that other industries do. 
One has only to 'took at the 
farming industry to appreciate 
die huge difference. The world, 
we are told, is swimming in nearly 
400 million tons of surplus grain 
and that non-Communist coun- 
tries spend upwards of $120 bil- 
lion a year in subsidies just to 
ensure that producers keep right 
on churning out even more excess 
food stuffs. Time magazine in a 
recent survey has stated “certain- 
ly no one doubts that the financial 
toll for the individual countries is 
staggering. With its silos bursting, 
the United States last year spent 
S6 billion to subsidise the export 
of just $2 billion worth of corn. 
With nary a murmur of embar- 
rassment, the European Com- 
munity sells batter to the Soviet 
Union for one-tenth of what it 
costs to produce and one-seven- 
teenth of what its own citizens 
pay.” And it is well to remember 
that the airline product because it 
cannot be stored is far more 
perishable than farm produce. 

The paradox is that while farm 
policies in various parts of the 
world are allowed to make a 
mockery of the marketplace, we 
are not only left to food for 
ourselves which is fair enough, 
but we are subjected tty our own 
governments to h umiliating user 


charges that place great and un- 
necessary constraints on air travel 
and impede the development of 
ancillary and supporting services. 
In tins context, I would Eke to see 
consumer protection groups de- 
manding that the tax on air travel 
be used for the benefit of air 
travel so that the airline opera- 
tion in its various complementary 
stages contributes to the success 
of one whole. 

Consumer groups have been 

demanding an improved airline 

productTbut they need to direct 
their attention and energies to 
demanding an improves aero- 
nautical infrastructure — of air 
traffic control, runways, gates, 
terminals and airports to match 
phenomenal traffic growth. In the 
U.S. the longer-term > 


ai is a 

new system of urports. *We have 
a real problem with new air- 
ports,” observes Bin Jackson of 
the American Transport Associa- 
tion. “It is 14 years since Dalias- 
Fort Worth was opened,” and the 
only city anywhere dose to con- 
structing a new airport is Denver. 
Yet most industry experts believe 
that between 10 and 16 new 
airports will be required over the 
next decade to support an annual 
passenger load anticipated to rise 
to 660 minion by 1995- 

In die meantime I belive that 
concerted industiy efforts, in- 
sofar as the demand for the air- 
line product is concerned, can 
help alleviate ffie present situa- 
tion and establish new trends 
hitherto unknown. The airline 
industry is subjected to ffie vagar- 
ies of seasonal travel which we 
have not been able to cope with, 
let alone tame, and it is a com- 
mon thing that U.S. traveDers 
invariably wish to be back home 
by Labour Day. I think it was 
about time that we dosely ex- 
amined ffie behavioural attitudes 
of ffie travelling public with a 
view to staggering air travel 
around ffie year which will not 
only help alleviate congestion at 
airports and hotels, etc., bnt also 
contribute to better airline econo- 
mics of operation. Obviously, 
travellers, both actual and poten- 
tial, have to be properly moti- 
vated and sufficiently lured to 
alter their consumption habits. 
This really calls for ffie establish- 
ment of an international airline 
marketing board whose objective 
will be primarily to promote the 
airline product on an industiy 
basis. Such boards have existed, 
and do exist, for several indus- 
tries on a national basis in many 
countries. Our world is full of 
diversity and can provide ffie 
opportunities that are needed to 
induce a gradual change in the 
public’s pattern of consumption. 
These opportunities need omy to 
be exploited in a professional 
way. 

Finally, I do hope that my 
overview of ffie airline industry 
that I presented to you today 
contributes to a greater under- 
standing of the issues that face us. 
I am only too aware that our 
system is not perfect but perfecti- 
ble and I think it is incumbent 
upon us to continue and improve 
it 

International air transport has 
had a civilising influence amongst 
ffie peoples or the world. In Sir 
Winston Churchill’s words, 
“Only when civilisation reign in 
any country... the traditions of 
the past are cherished, and ffie 
inheritance bequeathed to us by 
former wise or valiant men be- 
comes a rich estate to be enjoyed 
and used by ail.” 

Thank you. 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 
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Ahliyyah Girls School 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese naming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily 12:00 - 13-30 
/&/»- 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 


f CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN T0URISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 
Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Ranting Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akiiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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Electrolux 
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The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 
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Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL - Fax 602434 
Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
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INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door*io-door service 











Scotland gains berth in world 
youth football quarterfinals 


SANTIAGO, Chile (Agencies) — Scotland, down to 
10 men for much of the game, came from behind to 
force a 2-2 draw with Colombia and claim a berth in 
the quarter-finals of the Sixth World Youth Football 
Championship, in a dramatic qualifying group 
match. 

The goals all came in a thrilling assured of qualifying from Group 
second Half with star striker ‘A' in Santiago, with hosts Chile 
Guerrero scoring twice for the taking the second place. 


South American champions and 
Wright and McLeod replying for 
Scotland in their Group *C’ match 
in the port town of Valparaiso on 
Sunday. 

Italy clinched a place in the last 
eight bv defeating Nigeria-2-0 in a 
Group’ ‘B’ game in Concepcion 
on Sunday. "while Bulgaria took 
the necessary two points off Saudi 
Arabia to move through from 
Group ‘D’ in Antofagasta. 

Yugoslavia. 4-1 victors over 
Togo on Sunday, were already 


East Germany, Brazil and 
West Germany, victors in their 
group matches on Saturday, com- 
plete the quarter-final line-up of 
the under-21 tournament. 

In the most stirring match seen 
so far in the 16-nation tourna- 
ment, Colombia appeared to 
have booked their passage into 
the quarters after Guerrero fired 
them into a 2-0 lead. 

Picking up the ball just inside 
the Scottish half, the striker beat 
two players to score with a 


powerful left-footed drive from 
the edge of the penalty area after 
4S minutes. 

Ten minutes later, he scored on 
a fiercely struck free kick from 
outside the area which Scottish 
goalkeeper Main failed to hold. 

Although. Scotland struck 
bade almost immediately through 
Wright who vollied in a cross from 
the right, their hopes of a recov- 
ery appeared to have been 
dashed when the striker was sent 
off for a foul on the Colombian 
goalkeeper after 6S minutes. 

However the Scots were pre- 
sented with an equaliser against 
the run of play when a Colombian 
defender handled the ball in the 
area in one of the few Scottish 
attacks. McLeod accepted the gift 
with a clinically raken penalty 
kick. 

In the final tense minutes. 
Main more than made up for his 


earlier error with a series of 
tumbling saves as the Colombians 
besieged the Scottish goal. 

Scotland now travels to Anto- 
fagasta for a quarter-final en- 
counter with West Germany, who 
topped the group. 

In Concepdon, where defend- 
ing champions Brazil clinched 
their place with a tense 1-0 win 
over Canada on Saturday, two 
defensive errors by the Nigerians 
gave Italy a 2-0 win. 

The Nigerians, third in Mos- 
cow in the 1985 Championship, 
were the more dangerous side in 
the opening minutes. 

But Carrara beaded Italy into 
the lead in the 22nd minute after 
finding hims elf unmarked in the 
penalty area, and Melli added a 
second just two minutes later 
after also being left unattended in 
front of the African goal. 


Minnesota’s march to St. Louis: 
a rare case for making history 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Holler 
Tour” and head for cover. The 
Minnesota Twins are on their way 
to St. Louis, two games up in the 
World Series ana coasting along 
like no other postseason team in 
history. 

“We're on a roll now,” Twins 
shortstop Greg Gagne said. 
“Hopefully, we can carry it 
through We’ve got some confi- 

dence going into St. Louis.” 

The Twins won the first two 
games of the World Series, 10-1 
Saturday night and 8-4 Sunday 
night — scoring a total of 13 runs 
in the fourth innings of the 


; in the same inning or game z. 

“When I go to the racetrack 
tomorrow, Tm going to play ‘4’,” 
Twins manager Tom Kelly said. 
With this victory, the Twins not 


only backed the Cardinals into a 
comer, they also became the first 
team in major-league history to 
score five or more runs in seven 
consecutive postseason games. 

The Twins defeated the Detroit 
Tigers in a five-game American 
League playoff. Their winning 
scores were 8-5, 6-3, 5-3 and 9-5. 
They lost game 3, 7-6. 

Game 3 is scheduled for Tues- 
day night at Busch Stadium with 
Rookie Les Straker, 8-10, going 
for Minnesota against veteran 
John Tudor, 10-2. Tudor will try 
to stop St. Louis' five-game 
World Series losing streak, dating 
back to 1985, during which the 
Cardinals have been outscored 
37-7. 

Minnesota's Bert Blyleven got 
the win, allowing two runs on six 
hits through seven innings and 
striking out eight. The Twins, 


meanwhile, sent 11 men to the 
plate and chased St. Louis' star- 
ter, Danny Cox, in the fourth 
inning. 

Tun Laudner, a .191 hitter 
during the season, had a two-run 
single in the big inning, then hit a 
128-metre homer two innings 
later. 

“They look pretty good to 
me,” Cardinals manager Whitey 
Herzog said of the Twins. “I saw 
them play Detroit, and they are a 
hot ballclub. We haven't had 

man y big innin gs a gains t us all 

year, ana we've given up 13 runs 
m the fourth inning of the last two 
daw.” 

Of the 37 teams that have gone 
down 2-0 in the World Series, 
only 10 have come back to win. 
That is the task facing Herzog's 
Cardinals. 

“Two things mean nothing in' 


baseball,” Herzog said, “last year 
and yesterday.” 

This was an intimate little party 
of 55,257 whistle-blowing, hanky- 
waving, rock-and-roll singing, 
fans, the largest crowd to ever see 
a baseball game in the state of 
Minnesota. 

When songs like “Twist and 
Shout,” “My Baby does the 
Hanky-Panky," and “Born to be 
Wild, were played over the met- 
rodome public address system, 
fans waved their homer-hankies 
in time to the music, looking like 
so many herons bobbing their 
heads in unison. 

Whey Gary Gaetti and Laud- 
ner hit home runs, the theme 
music for Darth Vader of “Star 
Wars” fame boomed out across 
the 70 million cubic feet of space 
enclosed by the dome. 


Ailing Boon guides A ustralia 
to cricket win over New Zealand 


‘What difference does it make?’ 


INDORE, India (R) — David 
Boon was suffering from a fever 
and stomach cramps during his 
match-winning World Cup in- 
nings for Australia on Monday, 
his captain Allan Border said. 

But Border gave New Zealand 
full credit for coanng within four 
runs of overtaking the Australian 
total of 199 for four in the Group 
A contest which was reduced to 
30 overs because of rain. 

Border said that even without 
his ailments. Boon’s 87 off 90 
balLs was an outstanding effort. 

“We had set ourselves a target 
of 150 or 160, but Boon and Dean 
Jones assessed the situation well 
and proved to us that the pitch 
was not doing as much as we 
thought it would,” Border said. 

"The manner in which they hit 
the spinners made the boundary 
line look shorter — 199 was never 
an easy target,” Border added. 

Border praised the New Zea- 
land baiting and said was worried 
when Martin Crowe was in full 
flow. “But experience has taught 
us sooner or later the ball goes 
up." 

“In these games luck plays an 
important part and today luck 
was on our side,” Border said. 

The match eventually started 
nearly 28 hours late with the 
outfield still very damp in places 
after the drenching it had re- 
ceived from heavy outbursts of 
rain during the previous three 


days. 

The pitch, though, was dry and 
firm and the Australian batsmen 
helped themselves to runs off a 
New Zealand attack that was 
willing and workmanlike but 
lacked bite. 

Boon was particularly severe in 
a gem of an innings mat was at 


a gem 


innings 


once disciplined and aggressive. 
His runs came from 90 balls with 
five fours and two sixes. 

His main ally in dismantling the 
New Zealand attack was Dean 
Jones who contributed 52 to a 
117-run second-wicket stand be- 
tween the fifth and 22nd overs. 

Australia lost Geoff Marsh in 
the fifth over, caught at slip off 
Martin Snedden, but Boon and 
Jones took 100 runs off the next 
63 balls to make Jeff Crowe's 
decision to field first a question- 
able one. 

Jones was out driving Dipak 
Patel into the deep ana Boon, 
having batted for all but 19 bails 
of the innings, was superbly 
caught off Snedden by John 
Wright running to his left at long 
on. 

Allan Border made a pugna- 
cious 34 with three fours and a six 
before falling in the last over to 
Ewen Chatfield. 

New Zealand's spinners John 
Bracewell and Patel suffered 
most from the Australian batting, 
onslaught. 96 runs coming off 
their 12 overs. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The strike 
replacements learned a lesson 
Sunday. There's a big difference 
between real NFL players and 
their stand-ins. 

Steve Largeot and Joe Monta- 
na, plus such backup quarter- 
backs as Gary Danielson, Jeff 
Kemp, Pat Ryan and even Doug 
Flntie spent their first week back 
taking advantage of playing 
against the second-liners. 

But even the presence of Lawr- 
ence Taylor couldn't prevent the 
New York Giants’ fifth straight 
loss, a 6-3 overtime loss to Buffa- 
lo in a game marked by 258 yards 
in penalties, five missed field 
goals and nine turnovers. It 
marked the worst start ever for a 
defending super bowl champion, 
albeit one that needs an asterisk. 

For some, the heroics were 


when you get professional foot- 
ball players involved in these kind 
of games — die cream always 
rises to—the : top,” said Ken 
O’Brien, the New York Jets regu- 
lar quarterback after Ryan, his 
backup, led the Jets to a 37-31 
overtime win over Miami. 

The one notable exception on 
the third and final week of strike 
football was Erik Kramer, Atlan- 


almost embarrassing, particularly 
Largent, who almost surely 
woiud have set a new record for 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apt.; 2 bedrooms, salon, and dining hall, 
separale central heating, located in Shmeisani, opposite 
of Shmeisani Gas Station. 

Please call tel: 664973 or 777563. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, living room, dining room, 
kitchen and 2 bathrooms with garden, central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman, near 5th Circle, behind Bulgarian 
Embassy. 

Please call: 622620. 


catches in a game had he not left 
Seattle’s 37-14 win over Detroit 
with 9126 left in the third quarter. 

“The only record I was con- 
cerned with was getting a win,” 
said Largent, who had to be 
content with extending his NFL 
record of consecutive games with 
a reception to 143. He also 
moved within 36 catches of be- 
coming the league's all-time 
career leader ana helped Kemp 
to 20 completions in 27 attempts 
for 344 yards and four touch- 
downs. 

“I don't take any personal joy 
in this day at all,” said Danielson, 
who' completed 25 of 31 for 281 
yards and four touchdown as the 
Browns used nine regulars and 
routed the Cincinnati “B” team 
34-0. “It's just a team victory. 
The statistics don’t really mean 
that much.” 

“That shows what happens 


ta’s replacement quarterback,' 
who threw for 338 yards and 
three second half touchdowns as 
the Falcons overcame a 17-0 de- 
ficit for a 24-20 victory over the 
Los Angeles Rams, who had 11 
veterans back. 

But the rule was mismatches, 
as those veterans who reported 
Wednesday toyed with teams 
whose veterans came back when 
the strike ended too late to be 
eligible for Sunday's games. 

Montana, one of 17 regular 
49ers on the field, was 31 of 39 for 
334 yards and four touchdowns. 
One TD to tight end Ron Heller 
gave San Francisco a 34-28 win 
over St. Louis, which had 21 
players back from the strike. 

Flutie. who was traded back to 
his New England Roots by Chica- 
go last Tuesday, led the Patriots 
to a 21-7 win over Houston, going 
15 of 25 for 199 yards and a 
touchdown and scrambling six 
times for 43 yards. 

There was no rush back by the 
fans. 

The day's average attendance 


was about 


per cent of 


capacity. 

The high for the early games 
was 46,813 at Chicago’s Soldier 
Field, where the Bears lost for 
the first time, real or replace- 
ment, 19-17 to New Orleans, as 
coach Mike Ditka alternated 
quarterbacks most of the second 
half to shuttle in plays. 


LONG-TERM LEASE 


A deluxe furnished villa, 220 square metres, in Jubeiha, 
consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, kitchen and dining area, 600 
square metre garden. 

Please call; 646606 from 9 a.m. - noon, 847355 from 3-6 

p.m. 


Japan 

in medal quest 
at world 
gymnastics 
tourney 

ROTTERDAM (R) — National 
champion Koichi Mizushima built 
up Japan’s hopes of a team medal 
at the World Gymnastics Cham- 
pionships with a consistently im- 
pressive performance on the 

B day of competition on 

Mizushima, Asian Games 
bronze medallist on the horizon- 
tal bar and parallel bars last year, 
scored nothing less than 9.7 in the 
compulsory exercises which count 
towards the team contest. 

Japan, one of the first teams 
performing in the Ahoy Arena, 

scored a total 287.8 points bat 

must wait until Tuesday, when 
the giants of the competition en- 
ter the fray, to know if they are 
on course for a medal. 

. World champions the Soviet 
Union and the silver and bronze 
me dallis ts from 1985, China and 
East Germany, make their first 
appearance here on Tuesday, the 
second day of compulsory exer- 
cises. 

Marks from the event will be 
added to scores in the optional 
exercises on Wednesday and 
Thursday to decide the team, 
medals and the 36 gymnasts qual- 
ifying for the individual all- 
around competition. 

Japan, fourth at the last world 
championships in Montreal and 
disappointing at the Asian Games 
when they failed to win a gold or. 
silver medal, have declared their 
determination to win the bronze 
men’s team medal here. 

Mizushima, a student, scored 
9.8 on the rings and in the floor 
exercises to put him in the early 
lead in the individual standings. 

South Korea’s Kwon Sooo- 
Seong and Park Jong-Hoon, who 
both beat triple Olympic gold 
medallist Li Ning of China to win 
first and second place on the 
parallel bars at the Asian Games 
m Seoul, Med to live up to 
expectations as the team col- 
lected only 281.65 points in the 
compulsory exercises. 


Liverpool 
makes 
another big 
signing 

LIVERPOOL, England (R) - 
Oxford’s highly competitive mid- 
fielder Ray Houghton, who was 
once given a free transfer by West 
Ham, became Liverpool’s latest 
expensive recruit on Monday. 

Houghton, 26, born in Scot- 
land but eligible to play for Ire- 
land, was the subject of transfer 
bids by both Glasgow Rangers 
and Glasgow Celtic and he also 
rejected offers from Arsenal, 
Nottingham Forest and Derby 
before agreeing to join Liverpool 
for £8253)00 (§1.35 million). 

Liverpool player-manager 
Kenny Dalglish has now spent 
more than the £3 million ($5 
million) he received from Juven- 
tus for Ian Rush. John Barnes 
cost £900,000 (S1.48 million) 
from Watford while Peter Beard- 
sley arrived from Newcastle for a 
fee of £1.9 million (S3. 14 mil- 


lion). 

Houghton, who will be joining 
one of the strongest first-team 


squads in Europe, said: “I hon- 
estly don’t know what I can add 
to such a great team... it’s clearly 
going to be a daunting task just 
getting into the side. 

Liverpool took over the lead- 
ership of the First Division when 
they beat early pacesetters 
Queen's Park Rangers 4-0 on 
Saturday, a victory achieved 
without the services of Dalglish, 
Irish defender Mark Lawrenson, 
Danish international Jan Molby, 
Scotland's John Wark, England 
striker Paul Walsh and big-money 
signings Nigel Spackman ana 
Kevin MacDonald. 

“It’s going to be desperately 
difficult to make an impact but 
they dearly want to be the best in 
Europe again and I’d love to be a 
part of it, 1 added Houghton. 

Dalglish, who will undoubted- 
ly find it difficult to hold on to a 
number of his “all-star” reserve 
team, said: “Good players don't 
come along too often when they 
do, you have to try and sign 
them.” 





DECISIVE NETTING: The ball rests inside win the Jordan Cup Championship . The team s 
AI Hussein dub net after a kick by AI Faisali ca ptain Ibrahim Mustafa received the cop from 
defender Khatid Sa’id just before the final whistle Youth Minister Eld Dahryyat to the cheers of a 
in the Jordan Cup final played on Monday. AI capacity crowd of 25,000 at AI Hussein stadium 
Faisali edged AI Hussein team with a 2-1 score to (Photo by Yousef AI ’Allan) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Jordan fields tae kwon do team to Seoul 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Jordan will take part in the world military tae 
kwon do championships, scheduled to be held in Seoul, South 
Korea, on Oct 23. A number of foreign countries wfi] take part in 
the games. The Jordanian team is scheduled to leave for Seoul on 
Wednesday. The team includes Nasser Dmour, Tareq Lababidi, 
Khaleel AJcil and S ameer Jaber, all of them are veteran 
international players. 

Eldredge wins Knroshio Open 

TOKYO (AP) — Number 6 seed Leigh Ann Eldredge beat fellow 
American Jenifer Fuchs 7-5, 2-6, 6-2 Monday and won the singles 
title in the $10,000 Kuroshio Open, first leg of the four- 
tournament Bridgestone-Japan women's tennis circuit. Eldredge, 
from Altadena, California, received first money prize of $1,600 
and Fuchs won 51,000. In the doubles final, Eldredge and Jill 
SmoUer of the United States beat Stephanie Savidef of the United 
States and Alison Scott of Australia 6-3, 7-6 (7-5). A field of 32 
players from the United States. New Zealand, Aukralia, Indone- 
sia, France, the Netherlands, China, West Germany and Japan 
competed in the four-day tournament. 

Anderlecht’s Krncevic out with hepatitis 

BRUSSELS (R) — Australian Edi Krncevic, an important 
member of the Anderlecht squad, will be sidelined for about three 
months because of hepatitis, the Belgian soccer champions’ coach 
Georges Leekens said on Monday. 

Sudan beats Cameron* in soccer semi 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s Hilal beat Cameroun’s Canon 
Yaounde 1-0 (half-time 0-0) in the first leg of a semi-final of the" 
African Cup of Champion Gubs in Khartoum on Sunday night. 
Hilal defender Tinea scored in the 48th minute from a penalty. 
The second leg will be played in Yaounde on Nov. 1. 

Taiwan likely to advance to bridge semis 

OCHO RIOS, Jamaica (AP) — Taiwan appeared to be assured of 
a berth in the semifinal or the Bermuda Bowl World Contract 
Bridge Team Championships, which started Monday. With two 
matches to go in the 14-match round-robin qualifying tourna- 
ment, Taiwan, at 225 points, had an 18-point lead over its closest 
competitor, Britain. Taiwan would join the United States, North 
American champion, and Sweden, European titlist. in the 
Bermuda Bowl semifinals. Both the Unitea States and Sweden 
received a bye to the semifinals for winning their zonal cham- 
pionship. Four teams are still in contention for the last Bermuda 
Bowl qualifying spot Britain with 207 points, Pakistan with 
206, Canada with 205, and Venezuela at 197. 

Cars roar into desert in Pharaohs Rally 

CAIRO (R) — About 290 cars and motorbikes roared into the 
desert near Cairo’s Pyramids on Sunday at the start of the 11-day 
Pharaohs Rally. No accidents were reported among competitors 
as they drove across the dunes to tne cheers of hundreds of 
Egyptian and foreign spectators. It appeared that the drivers and 
riders, including some top international contestants, had the 
blessings of Egypt's ancient kings. “We did not hear of any 
accidents,'' a spokesman for the organising committee said. But 
the legendaiy “Pharaohs’ Curse” struck an amateur Egyptian 
motorcyclist whose machine broke in two as he was riding it just 
before the start of the 5,089-km rally. He escaped unhurt. 

Acrobatics put gymnasts at injury risk 

ROTTERDAM (R) — Competitors at the World Gymnastics 


training timetable has meant many gymnasts have been starting 
work at six a.m. in the last week in preparation for the 
championships, which began on Monday. They will have to stick 
with early-morning warm-ups as many events start at eight a.m., 
Fons Veer told Reuters. "It’s not easy to start somersaulting 
around at that time in the morning,” veer said. Some of these 
gymnasts have to get up here at five to start warming up at six. 
That is too early for them and already we have had a dozen 
injuries, half of them liriked to the early starts.” Amongst the 
walking wounded before the competition started was European 
champion Valeiy Lyukin of the Soviet Union, who had an ankle 
injury. But a Soviet team official said on Sunday he would be fit to 


Barcelona 
recovers lost 
pride, Real 
maintains 
perfect start 
in league 

MADRID (R) — Barcelona, 
trailing at the bottom of the 
Spanish First Division, at last 
recovered some of their lost pride 


with a 1-0 away win against 
Sabadell on Sunday. 

The result, only the second win 


of the season for the side tradi- 
tionally considered Real Madrid's 
closest rival, was still more lucky 
»than convincing. 

Gary Lineker, who scored 
three goals for England against 
Turkey last week but has strug- 
gled to find the same form for 
Barcelona, appeared tired and 
the rest of the Barcelona attack 
looked disorganised in a lacklus- 
tre first halfT / 

But West German Bernd 
Schuster saved Barcelona trom 
further frustration by conjuring a 
goal at the start of the second naif 
after a foul against Julio Alberto. 
Schuster rocketed the free kick 
from 25 metres out into the top 
right corner of the net. 

Atletico Madrid moved third 
after a 1-0 win at home against 
Murcia, thanks largely to -Portu- 
guese striker Paulo Futre, who 
recovered at the last mutate from 
a bout of aching muscles, and 
Brazilian Ricardo “Alemao” 
Brito. 

The game’s only goal came 
within the first two minutes when 
Atletico strongman Alemao took 
Murcia by surprise as he dribbled 
through two defenders and pas- 
sed deep to Futre, who noncha- 
lantly kicked the ball home. 

Atietico’s powerful neighbours 
Real Madrid continued in daz- 
zling form with a 2-0 away win 
against Espanol of Barcelona on 
Saturday. 

Real, which travels to Valencia 
for the first leg of its European 
Cup second round tie against 
Porto on Wednesday, is now four 
points clear in the league. 

They have won all seven of 
their league matches, notching an 
impressive goal tally of 28 for and 
two against, but Dutch manager 
Leo Beenhakker cautioned 
against euphoria so early in the 
season. 

“Real Madrid will have to go 
through some difficult moments. 
We know it's practically impossi- 
ble for the players to keep going 
in the top form they’re showing at 
the moment.” 

The Spanish champions, win- 
ners of the European Cup be- 
tween 1956 and I960, beat Napoli 
of Italy in the first round of the 
Champions’ Cun and on Sunday 
they maintained their four-point 
advantage at the top of the table 
in Spain with an impressive 2-0 
win against Espanol in Barce- 
lona. 

With a maximum 14 points 
from seven games and a goal tally 
of 28-2, Dutch coach Leo 
Beenhakker was fully justified in 
describing Real's form as “fan- 
tastic.” 


FLATS FOR RENT 
SEMI VILLA AND APARTMENT 

400 sq m unfurnished, first floor erf 2-storey building, with 3-4 bedrooms, 
3 big salons and dining room, each room has a glassed-in veranda, 
including a big garden, garage, and telephone. 

A modem furnished apartment that consists of 2 bedrooms, big salons 
and dining room, maid's room, telephone, and garage. 

Both are located in Shmeisani, opposite Marriott Hotel. 

■ Both, suitable for a diplomatic mission, are located in Shmeisani, 
: opposite Marriott Hotel. 

For more Information, please contact tel.: 67460D. 


Cinema 
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Journal highlights S. Yemeni oil plans 

ni capital. Aden, of a high po- 
wered Soviet team two weeks 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — South 
Yemen will become a major oil 
exporter in about IS months after 
the completion of a planned pipe- 
line, an authoritative oil journal 
reported Monday. 

Exports are projected to start 
at an initial rate of 100,000 bar- 
rels per day, with potential ex- 


pansion to as much as 500,000 in 
a matter of years, the Middle 
East Economic Survey (MEES) 


reported. 


le Marxist government, 
which receives substantia] econo- 
mic assistance from Moscow, 
approved the pipeline plan fol- 
lowing a visit to the South Yeme- 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following were the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6820/30 

1.2960/70 

1.7745/55 

1.9965/75 

1.4718/28 

36.98/37.03 

5.9400/25 

1284/1285 

141.20/30 

6.2825/75 

6.5300/50 

6.8200/50 

482.50/4S3.00 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equities crashed to a record one-day decline, 
with the FTSE 100 at 1506 GMT down 301.7 at 2,000.2, amid a 
global share sell-off, dealers said. 

Last Friday's storms meant that the FTSE 100 index was not 
calculated, but since Thursday's close it has shed over 12 per cent. 

The U.K. market, and ail European stock markets slumped 
after the 4.6 per cent fall on Wall Street Friday and continued to 
move lower as the New York market continued its slide Monday 
afternoon in further reaction to the larger than expected U.S. 
August trade deficit of $15.68 billion announced last week. 

Monday's fail left far behind any other one-day movement in 
the FTSE 100 index. The previous record fall of 56 p 


r oints, 2.5 per 
48.6 (2.3 per 


cent, was set last Aug. 6, while the record gain of 
cent) was achieved last May 8. The FTSE has fallen over 18 per 
cent from the record high of 2,455.2 notched up last July 16. 

The U.S. market dived over 100 points in just over one hour's 
trading Monday afternoon with news that U.S. forces had 
attacked Iranian oil platforms adding to the bearish sentiment. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1987 


Kffi HOROSCOPE 

From the Carrol Fflghter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
wil] be quite pleasing to your fellow 
workers this morning. Later in the 
day. however, yon should avoid 
arguments and unfamiliar situa- 
tions at aQ costs, or you'll definite- 
ly regret it later on. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 Don’t 
be forceful in trying to get your 
views across to others. A 
reasonable and diplomatic attitude 
could work well for you. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} Be 
cautious in any movement today, or 
you'll cause some damage. Be more 
cooperative with associates and 
become more productive. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jnue 21) 
Plan a recreation for later, but 
remember that it needn’t cost 
much. Be more understanding with 
your mate, and don't argue. 

MOON CHILDREN Mane 22 to 
JoL 2D Work on improving the ap- 
pearance of your home and your 
mood will improve. Have guests in 
and enjoy quiet conversation. 

LEO (Jnl. 22 to Ang. 21) Be con- 
siderate of your associates this 
morning or unpleasant situations 
may arise. Be very cautious when 
driving this evening. 

VIRGO (Aog. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Don't be extravagant in any way 
today, and be sure you understand 
the consequences before taking any 
financial action. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) Make 
a concerted effort not to annoy 
anyone today. Contact some good 
friends and arrange an amusement 


for later tonight 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 2D 
You would be wise to keep your 
mouth shut today, as arguments 
will come easily. But they will not 
be so easy to resolve later. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Be careful not to over spend or 
over exercise today. Clarify your 
wishes to others, and you’ll have a 
much easier time gaining them. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
This is a good time to get into new 
dvic matters which have interested 
you. Take It easy and enjoy your 
family this evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You can be quite successful in put- 
ting new ideas into motion today. 
Don't work overtime tonight, go 
home and get some rest. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20). 
Come to a better understanding 
with a business associate. This is a 
good time to clarify agreements or 
make binding contracts. 

If Your Child la Born Today 

He or she will be very popular 
when young and will have a great 
desire to leam and get ahead in life, 
but will have to learn to be more 
cooperative with others when 
adulthood is reached. Generosity 
will have to be learned, as it is not 
on integral part of the character. 

* • • 

"The Stars impel; they do not 
compel.’' What you make of your 
life is largely up to you! 

•§> 1987, McNeught SyncL 


THE Daily Crossword by Bernard Merer) 


ACROSS 
1 Horse 
5 Moving 
aimlessly 

11 Bubbly 
beverage 

14 Rhythm" 

15 Chief 

1G Tire lillar 

17 Nursery rhyme 
pair 

20 Pub potation 

21 So-so grades 

22 Buenos — 

23 Work the land 

24 Modes 

26 Cotton fabric 

29 Arete 

30 Wild ox 

31 Panama Is 
one 

32 Pinky or 
Gypsy 

35 Plano place 

39 Overhead 
railways 

40 Comic 
Amsterdam 

41 Qysium 

42 Sleak 

43 Satisfy 

45 Lands 

48 Rap 

49 Macaw 

50 Press 

51 Boshl 

54 Teem 

58 Superlative 
suffix 

59 Stritch or May 

60 Brainchild 

61 — Plaines 

62 Count of 
Monte Crista 

S3 Gaze 

DOWN 

1 Isinglass 

2 Kafflyah cord 

3 Mechanical 
course 

4 Letter from 
Athens 

5 Presbyters 

6 OT juniper 

7 Encouraging 
sounds 
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8 Fruit drink 

9 Ship-shaped 
gold table 

10 Love affair of 
a kind 

11 Chaplain 

12 Houston 
athlete 

13 Urge onward 

18 Sports orgu 

19 Eat well 

23 College gp. 

24 LAe a julep 

25 Wife of Esau 
28 Create 

27 Dye source 

28 Polka — 

29 Indian queen 

31 Podiatrist's 
concern 

32 Helen's mom 

33 Inspects 

34 Slave of old 
38 Hugged 

37 Comer 

38 Eager 

42 Mountain lake 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnra nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nn an nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


43 Dials 

44 Jenny — 

45 Was brave 
4$ Expunge 

47 Heckles 

48 Leggy bird 

50 true what 
they aay 


51 Drove 

52 Curved 
molding 

53 Tyrant 

55 — carle 

56 Spank 

57 Ice cream 
portion 


ago, the oil review said. 

Earlier this year the Soviet firm 
Technoexport,, which is earning 
out exploration on behalf of the 
South Yemen government, con- 
firmed the discovery of commer- 
cial quantities of light crude in the 
Shabwa region in the northwest- 
ern part of the country. 

Around 10,000 barrels a day 
are currently being transported 
by trucks from the oil field to the 
refinery in Aden, the journal 
added. 

The Soviet team estimated that 
Shabwa reserves “substantially 
exceeded previous expectations 
and are regarded as large enough 
to justify a pipeline with an even- 
tual capacity of 500,000 barrels 
per day," the review reported. 

It said that engineering studies 
for the pipeline are nearing com- 
pletion and that construction 
work is expected early next year. 

The pipeline, to be completed 
in about 18 months, would link 
Shabwa with a coastal terminal at 
Bir Ali, 180-200 kilometres to the 
south. 


Three million 
workers begin 
general strike 
in Bangladesh 

DHAKA (R) — More than three 
million workers walked out of 
their jobs in Bangladesh on Mon- 
day but business was largely unin- 
terrupted at the start of the two- 
day general strike, police said. 

They said shutters were down 
in shops and factories and most 
trains, air services and river fer- 
ries operated on schedule. 
However, railway officials at the 
southern port of Chittagong said 
no trains from Dhaka had 
reached the city. 

The walk-out, the sixth general 
strike this year, was called by the 
Sramik Karmachari Oikya 
Parishad, a labour organisation of 
15 federations demanding a 60 
per cent increase in cost of living 
allowances for all factory 
workers. 

It also wants the government to 
scrap plans to sell some state- 
owned banks and factories. 

Twenty-one opposition parties. 


including the two biggest groups 
— the Awami League and the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party — 


are supporting the strike. 

At least 11 nationalist 
members, including a retired bri- 
gadier, were arrested on Saturday 
and police said they would be 
detained in jail for a month. 

Party sources said the arrests 
were part of a government 
attempt to frustrate the strike, 
which Labour Minister Anwar 
Zahid said would cost the country 
at least S12 million. 

Ruling Jatiya Party Secretary 
General Shah Moazzem Hossain 
denounced the opposition for 
their support to the 
saying they were motivate 
narrow political objectives. 

“They see in any strike a 
chance to topple the government 
so that they can take control of 
the country,” he told a party rally 
on Sunday. 


Stock markets dive in Asia and Europe 


LONDON (R) — Investors around the globe 
dumped shares on Monday, panicked by last week’s 
record Wall Street falls and making it a day of stock 
exchange carnage throughout Asia and Europe. 

dealers agreed it was too soon to 
proclaim the end of the bull 
market and the advent of a 
“bear.” 

But the bargain hunters were 
mostly waiting to see what Wall 
Street would do later before risk- 
ing their money. 

And brokers everywhere wor- 
ried lest small investors panic. 
“When private clients read about 
this in the media there's likely to 
be more panic selling,” safd a 
broker in New Zealand. 

Last week's drop on Wall 
Street, where the blue-chip share 
barometer, the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average, has now fallen 


“If the dollar goes through 140 
yen, then there is a lot more to go i 
on Wall Street and this market 
will come down as well,” said Mr. 
Peter Tasker, analyst at Klein- 
wort Benson International in 


Gold, a favoured refuge, rose 
to a year peak at $483 
an ounce in London. The dollar 
tumbled. Brokers were saying the 
fate of share prices and the dollar 
were linked — if the dollar is seen 
to have pulled out of its tailspin, 
it might steady investor nerves. 

Eyes were on Wall Street, too. 
What U.S. shares do next after 
their record falls last week, brok- 
ers said, may determine whether 
or not the phenomenal five-year 
“bull market” around the globe 
really is over — and, if it is, 
whether what is happening now is 
just a sharp “correction” of share 
prices or a rout. 

“I’m cleaning the blood off ray 
hands.” That was how a broker in 
Hong Kong summed Monday big 
sell-off in the stock markets. 

Hong Kong's Hang Seng share 
index took its biggest drop on 
record, losing 10 per cent of its 
value. Tokyo, the world's most 
heavily capitalised market, took 
its sixth biggest tumble. 

Then the sun set in Asia and it 
was Europe's turn. London's 
Financial Times Stock Exchange 
(FTSE) 100-share index opened a 
stunning 136.9 down at 2,165 
points and hit 2.073.4 before re- 
covering to around 2,160 at mid- 
day ana then falling again within 
an hour by almost 40 points. 
Prices slumped all across Europe. 

A London dealer said: “We 
think the market has overreacted 
to Wall Street and we’re looking 
for the bargain hunters to move 
in later today” — and Tokyo 


Tokyo. 

The dollar in Europe on Mon- 
day dipped toward that 140-yen 


logical barrier, going as 
low as 140.85, then rallied to 
around 141.25 by mid-session. It 
fell as low as 1.77 West German 
marks, then got up to around 
1.7750. 

In just a week it has fallen two 
yen and nearly five 


17 per cent since August, fol- 
lowed news on Wednesday of yet' 
another huge U.S. trade gap and 
rising tension in the Gulf. 

U.S. trade deficits have since 
1985 sent the dollar sharply down 
in value — by more than 40 per 
cent against Japan's yen and West 
Germany's mark. But that is only 
slowly makiDg U.S. exports more 
competitive, while it is pushing 
up import prices in the United 
States. 

That has led to fears of infla- 
tion there, or of higher interest 
rates to prop the dollar — both 
bad for company profits. Some 
economists talk of possible re- 
cession as America tries to curb 
the spending boom that is sucking 
in imports. 

So stock market movements on 
Wall Street and elsewhere are 
affected by trade and the value of 
the dollar. 


weighed by the latest bad U.S. 
trade figures and, in recent hours, 
by weekend statements from 
Washington that have unnerved 
the currency markets and led to 
new dollar sales. 

The New York Times quoted a 
senior Reagan administration 
official at the weekend as saying 
the United States may have to let 
the dollar slide further against the 
mark. 

On television, U.S. Treasury 
Secretary James Baker said the 
United States was examining the 
February “Louvre accord,” 
reached in Paris by the United 
States, Japan, West Germany, 
France, Britain and Canada to 
stabilise currencies. 

In that package, the United 
States swapped a pledge to help 
stabilise the dollar for promises 
by trading surplus nations like 
Japan and West Germany to 
stimulate their economies — so 
their consumers would buy more 
U.S. goods and help, by that 
route, to narrow America's trade 
deficit. 

Hie U.S. case now is that West 


Germany has done too little. Its 
historic dread of inflation has led 
it to keep a tight rein on money 
supply and German interest rates 
have edged up. 

But “a rise in rates is not a 
trend we favour.” Mr. Baker 
said. 

Gold, that favoured investor 
safe haven in troubled times, 
gained from Monday's stock and 
currency market turmoil, and 
tension in the Gulf, shooting up 
$17.75 from Friday to S4SS an 
ounce in London, its highest since 
February 1983. 

Trying to steady the dollar, the 
Bundesbank, West Germany's 
central bank, bought a modest 
$11.7 million. 

Back to the tumbling stock 
markets. 

Asia’s three biggest stock mar- 
kets, Tokyo. Sydney and Hong . 
Kong, went into free-fall. Sydney 
and Hong Kong registered their 
biggest one-day drop and Tokyo 
its sixtb-biggest. 

“There was just one factor — 
New York,” said a senior broker 
at Nomura Securities, Japan’s 
biggest brokerage firm. 

Tokyo's 225-snare index nose- 
dived more than 700 points in the 
first hour of trading and then 
edged back up slightly to close 
620.18 points down at 25,746.56. 

Sydney’s index fell a record 
80.4 points to 2,064.2 in spite of a 
surge in gold related shares 
helped by strong gold prices. 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng index 
had dropped more than 420 
points shortly before the dose. 

Singapore's market nosedived 
to a record low in its 14-year 
history. Brokers said rumours of 
riots in Malaysia fuelled investors 


worries and the Straits Times 
industrial index fell 169.14 points 
to 1,223.28 from Friday’s 
1,392.42. 

In Europe. London’s market 
shed 10 per cent of its value. 
FTSE 100-indcx was down huge 
136.9 points at the start of busi- 
ness. The fall, to 2,165, was 
calculated from Thursday’s dose 
— storms, which cuts power and 
felled trees across railways and 
roads preventing brokers getting 
to work, virtually closed London 
on Friday and no index was calcu- 
lated then. 

Later on Monday morning 
Loudon slumped to a low at 
2.073.4, before some bargain 
hunters stepped in and the index 
clawed back to around 2,160 at 
noon. But they retreated and the 
index was back down to 2,1 18 just 
over an hour later. The London 
market's fall - wiped out gains 
since May 8 when it went through 
2 , 100 . 

The previous record for an 
intra-session decline was set on 
Aug. 19 when the FTSE fell 74.2 
points before recovering to be 
just 27.2 down on the day. The 
record one-day fall in London for 
a whole session was 56 points on 
Aug. 6. 

Leading German share values 
opened about eight per cent 
down on Frankfurt's bourse. The 
Paris bourse indicator ended the 
morning down 5.31 per cent, and 
the volume of orders meant the 
main trading session had to be 
delayed 15 minutes. 

In Zurich, the Swiss index of 
equities was six per cent down. 
At mid-morning, the Amsterdam 
all-share index was down four per 
cent 


Kremlin stresses resource-saving, higher quality 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union outlinea on Monday eco- 
nomic targets for 1988 which 
stress the need to conserve re- 
sources and improve standards in 
the country’s sluggish engineering 
industry. 

Planning chief. Mr. Nikolai 
Talyzin. told the Supreme Soviet 
(Parliament) industrial output 
was planned to rise by 4.5 per 
cent in 1988, up from a planned 
4.4 per cent in 1987. In the first 
nine months of this year, output 
rose by 3.6 per cent. 

He said national income, the 
nearest Soviet equivalent to gross 
national product, was planned to 
rise by 4.3 per cent against a 
planned 4.1 per cent this year. 
Gross national product measures 
the output of a country’s goods 
and services. 

Mr. Talyzin said the Kremlin 
planned to produce 235 million 
tonnes of grain in 1988, against a 
planned 232 million this year. 
The Soviet Union produced 210 
million tonnes in 1986 and the 
Soviet press has said heavy Fain 
has affected harvesting this year. 

The 1988 Soviet plan stressed 
the engineering industry, which 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has described as a sector 
whose rapid modernisation is 
essential if the Soviet Union is to 
compete effectively on world 
markets. 

“Certain difficulties have 
arisen this year in the machine- 


building industry," said Mr. Taly- 
zin, who heads the stateplanning 
committee. Gosplan. “Die eco- 
nomy is not receiving a consider- 
able amount of the equipment 
that it requires.” 

Soviet data show the machine- 
building industry, which makes 
machine tools, instruments and 
other engineering goods, in- 
creased output by 3.3 per cent in 
the first nine months of this year 
against the same period in 1986. 

This is far below the 73 per 
cent increase planned for the 
industry for the whole of 1988. 
Western .economists^ think there 
was heated debate among Soviet 
planners this year over how best 
to achieve rapid improvement in 
the engineering industry. 

Mr. Talyzin said the ruling 
politburo had concluded at a re- 
cent meeting that an improve- 
ment in economic performance 
depended to a large extent on 
conserving resources better. 
“Large-scale measures are plan- 
ned to save resources,” he said. 

Finance Minister Boris Gustev 
told the Supreme Soviet that de- 
fence spending in 1988 would 
total 20.2 billion roubles ($32 
billion at present prices), which is 
the same rouble figure as was 
announced last year. 

Western governments view 
official Soviet estimates for de- 
fence expenditure as highly 
understated, but say the real fi- 
gure is bard to calculate because 


Soviet military industries are in- 
tertwined with the civilian eco- 
nomy. 

Western specialists study the 
official defence figure presented 
each year for political signals. 
The figure has not risen since 
1984, when Moscow announced a 
12 per cent rise in defence spend- 
ing and blamed it on a r U.S. 
military build-up. 

Mr. Talyzin said the Kremlin 
had also decided to increase 
spending next year on medical 
services, education, pensions and 
.soda! insurance sebemes. 

He said state expenditures in 
these fields would reach 171 bil- 
lion roubles 
1988, or 3 3 

billion) more than had oi 
been envisaged in the 1986-15 
five-year plan. 

Gorbachev to mobilise 
defence industry in 
tackling food proMem 

Meanwhile, TASS news agency 
said on Sunday that Mr. Gor- 
bachev plans to enlist the Soviet 
defence industry in tackling the 
“exceptionally complex” prob- 
lem of food Supply in the country. 

Reporting on Mr. Gorbachev’s 
condwfing remarks to a conference 
at Communist Party Central 
Committee headqnarters on 
Saturday, TASS quoted him as 
saying public support for his eco- 


nomic reforms could best be 
mobilised through better food 
supplies at under-stocked state 
shops. 

“There is no alternative — we 
must use all forces to tackle this 
sphere,” Mr. Gorbachev de- 

He said mimstries responsible 


s f$270 billion) in 
billion roubles ($5.5 


and storage industries were 1 
ling some tasks for improving 
s, but added: 
situation is such that. in 
order to satisfy the pressing needs 
of the food industry... we canno t 
manage without broadly enlist- 
ing the machine-building capaci- 
ties of other ministries, including 
defence-related ones.” 

The ministries which equip the 
Soviet military are reputedly by 
far the most efficient in the 
country. 

Analysts said Mr. Gorbachev's 
move to enlist their help under- 
lined the gravity with which be 
viewed the situation. 

Without denouncing his prede- 
cessors tor name, Mr. Gorbachev 
said food supply — “a sector of 
vital importance for people’s ev- 
— had bom neg- 
[ for far too long. 

“This is not just undeifulffl- 
ment, comrades, this is a mis- 
take,” he said. 

He said the rate of growth of 
food-processing and storage 
equipment had been three times 
lower than that of agriculture as a 


whole for the past 15 years, and 
two-thirds of the machinery (fid 
not meet contemporary demands. 

The lack of food-storage facili- 
ties must be overcome in the next 
two to three years, he said, and 
the food-processing industry 
completely overhauled within 
five to seven years. 

His comments followed press 
reports tins autumn on gr a in rot- 
ting in rain-soaked fields for lack 
of storage facilities. 

Mr. Gorbachev said output of 
light machinery for food-proces- 
sing should double and produc- 
tion of heavier equipment should 
grow four- to nine-fold. But he 
cautioned against “gigantoma- 
nia,” saying compact machines 
were much needed. 

He said food distribution net- 
works also deserved a rethink, 
condemning massive shipments 
of canned fruit and vegetables to 
warm, agricultural regions as irra- 
tional. 

The Soviet leader warned that 
officials who stood in the way of 
his drive to create a better rood 
would not be taler- 


“Wben the people fed that 
there is serious improvement in 
food supply, this will be the best 
propaganda in favour of ‘peres- 
troika , in favour of aD we are 
asking of people,” he said, refer- 
ring to his economic restructuring 
campaign. 


Peanuts 



HERE 15 A LEAF FROM AH, 
■ OAK TREE AMP ANOTHER 
I FROM AN ELM TREE. 'THE 
NEXT ONE IS A SURPRISE... 


A LEAF FROM OUR 
0ININ6 ROOM TABLE! 

HA HA HA HA!! 


I 5H0ULP HAVE THOUGHT 
ABOUT THAT A LITTLE 
WHILE LONGER... 





Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


MUTT, LISTEN— IP THE ELEVATOR 
[ MAN INCUR BUILDING RAN THE 

elevator every day for 

id i hie: vear^.v 

2! 
S’. 




THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



‘He bought $500 worth of weight loss 
products and lost three inches off 
his wallet.” 


Andy Capp 

m m ag zu 


GO ON, OFF TO VCUR MATES. 
NEVER MlNbYOUR WIFE 
[-YOU NEVER HAVE CARED' 
FORME 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tenar to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RUMON 




r > 


NEKEI 




□J 


mm 


n 



m 

■ 

■ 

■ 



CORRAN 



L 

an 



NOAH WAS THE 
FIRST STUPENT 
OF “THIS. 


N° w arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: “TY Yy t Y Y Y Y 1” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles: FLUTE IDIOM POLICE MAMMAL 
Answer. What the la^bulcher’s apeclafty-was— 
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si 

.26 
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Indian troops reported in centre 
of Jaffna; Tigers offer surrender 


Laurel ‘ready’ to take over 
if army topples Aquino 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — Indian peacekeep- 
ing forces, reinforced by troops flown in over the 
weekend, are battling Tamil rebels in the centre of 
Jaffna, Indian and Sri Lankan officials said 
Monday. 


Meanwhile, a Sri Lankan 
source said a leader of the Libera- 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam, the 
strongest Tamil militia, had 
offered to meet the Indian de- 
mand of unconditional surrender. 
An Indian spokesman could not 
confirm the report. 

Indian troops on Sunday adv- 
anced 600 metres north from a 
fort on the outskirts of Jaffna and 
captured the main bus terminal in 
the middle of the city, according to 
Sri Lankan military officials and 
an Indian diplomat' All spoke on 
condition of not being identified. 

It was the first time Indian 
troops had reached the centre of 
Jaffna in their 10-day-old offen- 
sive to dislodge the Tigers. 


The Sri Lankan military 
sources said the Indians also cap- 
tured the government hospital 
next to the bus terminal. 

There was no word on casual- 
ties. but the Sri Lankan sources 
said the Indians were cremating 
bodies of civilians killed in the 
fighting. They said they did not 
have casualty figures. 

Indian officials said Sunday that 
about 520 Tamil rebels and' more 
than 100 Indian troops had been 
killed since the beginning of the - 
offensive on Oct. 10. 

A Sri Lankan military official 
said Monday that GopaJaraja 
Mahendrarajah, the Tigers' 
second-in-command, had sent a 
message expressing willingness to 


nffpr surrender 

IJ UI 1. VillAvi Salvador Laurel on Monday de- 
clared his readiness to become 

, J . < ■ ■. president if the army toppled 

meet India s demand for uncon- plosives, weapons and ammum- Cojaajn Aquino ■ 
ditional surrender. tion were captured. But the di- jj, a 5 ™* to the Foreign 

The official, who insisted on plomai stressed that the Tigers Correspondents Association of 
not being identified, said Mr. have several headquarters and the Phflippmes, Mr. Laurel who 
Mahendrarajah's note went to that the Indian^ have not cap- resigne< j , is foreign minister last 
Indian headquarters at Palali, tured die groups headquarters month, also said he wanted Mrs. 
north of Jaffna, and to the Sn unde. Jaffna. Aquino’s government to succeed 

Lankan army. Jaffii^3(W ^metres north of ana cast doubts on threats by the 

The note said the Tamils want Colombo, is the Tigers chief United States to cut off aid if she 
peace for Deepavali, the Hindu stronghold. OI1<t(H a ,- n a mnn 

festival of lights on Wednesday, The Tigers have vowed to fight La^i said be ‘would ra- 
the official said. to the last man in their quest for ^ a figurehead if the 

An official at the Indian Hi eh an independent Tamil state. rmt lirt AmiinA 


The official, who insisted on 
not being identified, said Mr. 
Mahendrarajah's note went to 
Indian headquarters at Palali, 
north of Jaffna, and to the Sri 
Lankan army. 

The note said the Tamils want 
peace for Deepavali, the Hindu 
festival of lights on Wednesday, 
the official said. 

An official at the Indian High 
Commission, or embassy, said, 
she knew of no such offer, but 
added the report was being 
checked. She said that a “ploy to 
use Deepavali as an excuse to 
gain time will not be bought by 
US." 

On Monday, the Indian and Sri 
Lankan sources said the 
peacekeeping force on Sunday 
overran the Tigers' headquarters 
in Kopai. six kilometres north 
east of Jaffna. 

The Indian diplomat said ex- 


Aquino’s government to succeed fty added that she might not 
ana cast doubts on threats by the l*st until the end of her term in 
United States to cut off aid n she 1992 if she makes mistakes, 
was ousted in a coup. Mr. Lamed said Monday he 

Mr. Laurel said he would re- and Senator Juan Ponce Enrile 
fuse to be a figurehead if the were forming a “tactical alliance” 
military forced out Mrs. Aquino' to support candidates in the Jan. 


instance, after taking over they 
go back to the barracks,” 

Mr. Laurel added: “I would 
like to see this government suc- 
ceed” but said Mrs. Aquino 
should reconcile with an her 
opponents, including those who 
have rebelled against her. 

He said Mrs. Aquino would 
have to make decisive moves to 
end political turmoil in the coun- 
try and added that she might not 
last until the end of her term in 
1992 if she makes mistakes. 

Mr. Lamed said Monday he 
and Senator Juan Ponce Enrile 


Social Democrats slip in Swiss elections 


BERNE (R) — Prospects of a 
“Red-Green" power bloc emerg- 
ing in Switzerland's parliamen- 
tary elections on Sunday were 
dashed as the left-of-centre Social 
Democrats became the biggest 
losers in a record-low poll. 

Political commentators said 
projections assembled late on 
Sunday by Swiss Radio showed 
that the Green parties made only 
modest gains and far from a 
voting for a “Green" revolution, 
the Swiss cast their ballots for 
perceived stability. 

The campaign was conducted 
in the shadow of the 1986 Cher- 
nobyl nuclear disaster in the 


Soviet Union, the Rhine pollu- 
tion disaster at Basle last year and 
reports of steadily growing dam- 
age to forests due to air pollution. 

But less than 48 per cent of 
voters went to the polls and they 
stuck with the tried and tested 

The centre-right alliance of 
Radical Democrats, Christian 
Democrats, Social Democrats 
and People Party, which has gov- 
erned the country for 28 years, 
will continue to dominate parlia- 
ment as well as the independent 
executive branch. 

Together they are forecast to 
hold 159 seats in the 200-seat 


lower bouse, down seven from 
the last election in 1983, and 42 of 
the 46 seats in the upper house, 
down one. 

The Green Party of Switzer- 
land won 11 seats in the 200 -seat 
lower house, up eight. But the 
Green Alliance, an environmen- 
tal party with strong left-wing 
elements, and other Green 
groupings together lost one seat. 

“After all the talk of a Green 
wave, I think people were afraid 
the Greens might do too well,” 
said Thomas Buechi, a Green 
Party member of the Zurich Can- 
tonal Council. 


Defector seeks to stand trial in U.S. 


MOSCOW (R) — Wade 
Roberts, the U.S. Army private 
who defected to the Soviet Union 
last April, said on Sunday that he 
wanted to return to the United 
States to face charges of desertion 
if guaranteed a fair trial. 

Roberts, 22, told Reuters he 
made the decision because he 
wanted to protect his mother, 
who be said nad been harassed by 
American citizens at her Califor- 
nia business since he began 
speaking to the Western press 
about his defection. 

“To satisfy those people who 


terrorise my mother, I am 
announcing that I am going to 
face the charges as soon as I nave 
civilian legal representation and 
am guaranteed a fair trial,” 
Roberts said in a statement read 
by telephone. 

Roberts was listed as a de- 
serter by the U.S. Defence De- 
partment on April 2, the day 
Moscow announced his defec- 
tion. 

He had been absent without 
leave from the 3rd Battalion of 
the 79th Held Artillery based in 


4 feared dead as U.K. 
train plunges into river 


LONDON (AP) — A passenger 
train plunged off a bridge washed 
away by torrential rain in Wales 
on Monday and four people were 
feared dead, authorities said. 

Royal Navy divers were flown 
in to search "one of the train’s 
three coaches, which sank into 
the swollen river Tvwi near Car- 
marthen, in south Wales, 36 
kilometres north west of 
Swansea. 

Three passengers and the driv- 
er were still missing several hours 
after the crash. British Rail said, 
and two passengers and three rail- 
road employees were rescued. 

The driver of the early-morn- 
ing train from Swansea to 
Shrewsbury failed to stop disaster 
ahead because although the 
bridge had collapsed, trie rails 
were still intact. British Rail said. 

In Oxfordshire, west of Lon- 
don. a woman drowned when her 
car collided with a truck and both 
vehicles crashed off a bridge into 
the flood-swollen River Cher- 


well. The driver escaped with 
injuries but the woman died trap- 
ped below water, police said. 

In London, a passenger train 
and an empty tram collided out- 
side the capital's busy Liverpool 
Street station, British Rail said, 
adding it did not believed the 
accident was weather-related. At 
least three people were injured. 

More than two inches (5 cm) of 
rainfall was recorded in western 
Wales over the weekend and two 
more inches fell in the fust three 
hours of Monday 'morning. 

The floods came on top of a 
storm that blasted London and 
southern England before dawn 
Friday, causing 17 deaths. 

The death toll from the gales 
went up with the announcement 
of two further deaths Saturday — 
a railroad worker killed when a 
tree fell on him as he was clearing 
debris off a track, and a man who 
fell off the storm-damaged roof of 
his home which he was trying to 
repair. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARI r 
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A CLASSIC CASE OF AVOIDANCE 


vulm-riiMi- KaM dvals 
NORTH 
+ A S 7 4 
: j *m 
: as 

+ R762 

WEST EAST 

4QJ10R5 * K 

78 6 7 10 4 

:q.83 vKJ 109542 
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The bidding 
East South 

West 

North 

1 

1 ~ 

2 ♦ 

3 

Pass 

4 + 

Pass 

4 v 

Pass 

4 T 

Pass 

Puss 

Pass 

Opvning lead 

Queen of * 


A cliiNMi* exunipli* of an avoid- 
ami* play cropped up in an early 
round of ilu? Ruseiiblum Cup loam 
mom ai the rvttfiii 7th World 
Bridge Olympiad The declarer. 
New York options broker Ron 
Rubin, made no mistake. 

Three no trump would have been 
un ideal contract, but it was not 
easy to reach after West's competi- 
tive weak jump response. Since he 
had ■v-mcthins in reserve for his 
• iwreall. Rubin tried a cue-bid of 


four clubs after his partner had 
raised henna, then left it up to 
North to decided whether to go on. 
The latter was quire happy with 
four hearts. 

The opening lead gave declarer 
an anxious moment— if West had a 

six-card suit. East would ruff 
away the ace. Even when East 
dropped the king, there was still 
work l«> du. Faced with two losers 
in each black suit, the only hope for 
the cuntracl was to establish a long 
club while, in the process, keeping 

West off lead. 

For that to succeed, East had to 
haw both the king and queen of 
clubs — not unlikely in view uf his 
opening bid. So at trick two declar- 
er led u low club from dummy and, 
when East followed with a 

spolcard. he shot up with his ace. 
As the cards he. declarer could es- 
tablish the table's 1 3th club for a 
spade discard without surrender- 
ing the lead to West. 

Observe that it would not have 
helped East to split his club honors 
at the second trick. Declarer would 
simply have allowed him to win, 
and then returned [o dummy to 
lead another club toward his hand. 
Depending on whether East then 
rises with his honor or plays low, 
declarer would either win or per- 
mit East to hold the trick, achiev- 
ing the same result. 


Giessen, West Germany, since 
March 2. 

Roberts arrived in the Soviet 
Union via East Berlin accompa- 
nied by his West German gri- 
friend, Petra Neumann, 24, who 
is expecting their baby in early 
November. 

They settled in the Central 
Asian town of Ashkhabad but re- 
turned to Moscow in September. 
They told Western reporters last 
week that they wanted to move to 
East Germany where they hoped 
life would be better. 


Pacific 
islands assess 
damage after 
typhoon 

AGANA, Guam (AP) — Offi- 
cials in the northern Mariana 
Islands are assessing the damage 
caused by typhoon Lynn, which 
tore through the Western Pacific 
chain north of Guam with 100 
mpb (160 kph) winds early 
Monday. 

People on the islands of Saipan 
and Tinian were forced to evacu- 
ate their homes, many of which 
were damaged by flooding as well 
as fierce winds, civil defence offi- 
cials said. 

However, no injuries bad been 
reported by Monday afternoon, 
when the storm began to move to 
the north west, away from the 
islands. 

“We’re still feeling the wind, 1 
but it's leaving us already,” said 
Ike Quicbocho, mayor of Tinian. 
“Probably in a matter of several 
boors it will be calm.” 

Survey parties from the Com- 
monwealth of the northern 
Mariana Islands Emergency Con- 
trol Centre were visiting Rota, 
Saipan and Tinian. The last two, 
only eight kilometres apart, were 
hardest hit by typhoon Lynn. 


cent of Sn Lanka s lb million 
people, say they are discrimin- 
ated against by the Sinhalese 
majority, which controls the gov- 
ernment and makes up 75 per 
cent of the country's population. 

The majority of Sinhalese are 
Buddhist, while the Tamils arei 
mostly Hindu. But, Sinhalese and 
Tamils say religion is not thej 
major factor in me rift They cite 1 
ethnic and language divisions as 
more important. 


2nd contra 
drug probe 
expanding 

WASHINGTON (AP) — As 
Congress’ major Iran-contra in- 
vestigation winds to a dose, a 
house panel is expanding its look 
at posable drug- and gun-running 
by the Nkaraguan rebels ana 
charges that U.S. officials con- 
doned the crimes. 

Representative William 
Hughes, chairman of the . House 
Crime Subcommittee, said Friday 
that the panel is widening its 
probe of possible crimes, by and 
for the contras. 

“We’re developing some very 
troubling information,” said Mr. : 
Hughes, an opposition Demo-: 
craL 

He said the investigation con- 
tinues to focus on “narcotics traf- 
ficking and gun-running.” He de- 
clined to elaborate. 

The crime panel also continues 
to track allegations that federal 
officials, possibly including 
Attorney General Edwin Meese 
D3, discouraged prosecution of 
the crimes, Mr. Hughes said. Mr. 
Meese has repeatedly denied the 
allegations. 

The investigation by the crime 
panel has been overshadowed by 
the nationally televised investiga- 
tion by Congress’ Iran-contra 
panels. 

The House and Senate commit- 
tees are expected to release their 
final report late this month on 
secret U.S. arms sales to Iran and 
diversion of profits from those 
sales to the contra rebels. 


a independent lamii state. military forced out Mrs. Aquino' to support candidates in th 
Tamils, who emprise 18 per ^ 0 ff ere d him the presidency. -18 local elections, but i 
mt of Sn Lanka s 16 million “it is different altogether if, for oppose the president, 

eople, say they are disenmin- . g 

i^'orityfwhich controls the gov- Environmentalists disable 

rnment and makes up 75 per _ . , _ . 

Chemical waste ship at sea 


THE HAGUE (R) — Anti-pollu- 
tion campaigners disabled an in- 
cinerator ship in the North Sea 
overnight by j amming its prop- 
eller with cables, a spokesman for 
the ship’s owners said on 
Monday. 

The Vulcanus II was burning 
its load of 3,000 tonnes of chemic- 
al waste at an incineration site off 
the Dutch coast when D anish 
fishing boats and a vessel from 
the Greenpeace environmental 
group damaged it, he said. 

“They got a cable into the 


Vulcanus, told the British news 
agency Press Association on- 
Monday that the Vulcanus was 
disabled after snagging a prop- 
eller in nets laid by the Danish 
fishing t rawlers . 

Greenpeace, which has been 
banned by a Dutch court 'from 
taking actions against the waste 
ship, called the jamming an acci- 
dent and Wilcox denied a state- 
ment by OCS that the Vulcanus 
had put out a distress signal. 

On Sunday, 28 Danish traw- 


propeller and jammed it. It began footing the waste could pol- 
driftrag and had to stop the incrn- Iute the sea and endanger marine 
eration," spokesman Thys Ver- hfe, fought a water cannon battle 


degaal of Ocean Combustion Ser- 
vices (OCS) told Renters. 

“Earlier, they attacked the 
Volcanos with emergency rockets 
to stop the incineration.” 

Peter Wilcox, captain of a 
Greenpeace ship monitoring the 


Salvadorean 
peace talks 
to continue 

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(AP) — Rebels and government 
leaders will meet next week to 
continue discussions on a possible 
ceasefire, Monsignor Arturo 
Rivera Dam as, the Archbishop of 
San Salvador, said Sunday. 

Archbishop Rivera Dam as, 
who has arranged and mediated 
talks aimed at ending eight years 
of avQ war in the Central Amer- 
ican country, said in his Sunday 
homily that the site for the meet- 
ing had not been confirmed but 
that it would be outside El Sal- 
vador. 

The two sides are trying to 
meet a Nov. 7 deadline man- 
dated by the peace pact for 
arranging ceasefires in El Salva- 
dor, Nicaragua and Guatemala, 
as well as amnesties, democratic 
reforms, and an end to outside 
aid to rebel forces. 


Kim Young-Sam sets 
opposition convention date 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
opposition party chief Kim 
Young-Sam said on Monday his 
deeply divided movement would 
hold a national convention next 
month to name him as its pres- 
idential candidate. 

An elated Kim, 59, told repor- 
ters his mammoth campaign rally 
on Saturday in Pusan, his south 
eastern power base, demons- 
trated beyond doubt that he was 
best fitted to bear the opposition 
banner into Decembers pres- 
idential polls. 

He said long-time rival Kim 
Dae-Jung should quit the race so 
as not to split the opposition vote 
and permit the election of gov- 
ernment candidate Roh Tae- 
Woo. 

The two Kims, joint founders 
of the Reunification Democratic 
Party (RDP), tried in vain to 
agree on a single candidate to 


contest the election, the first free, 
direct presidential vote in 16 
years. 

In Pusan at the weekend, Kim 
Young-Sam drew a crowd which 
both witnesses and local media 
said numbered more than one 
million. Many journalists and 
political analysts called it the big- 
gest turnout for a South Korean 
political rally since President 
Chun Doo Hwan came to power 
in 1980. 

Buoyed by this success in the 


continue to mate the eontnbn- 
RDP to call its bug-delayed tion which they have made in the 
national convention onNov. 5 to P 8 ^: - _ _ , 

endorse him as its official candi- * 15 thf fuierf us 

retain our links with the political 

“The Pusan rally demonstrated “ ** governmental sys- 

well to the public wbo should *o ensure that they get a fan- 
become the opposition candidate. m the end. 

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung should be . New Zealand said on Monday 

aware of this,” he said. rt V 35 ^mediately imposing a 

package of sanctions against Fin 

Amm«AntroA m response to the country's 

(Jill UrUlllltJV change of status to a republic. 

The measures end all military 
ranks, Mr. Najib noted that for a cooperation and cut economic 

protracted period the party was aid. New Zealand will also not 

naught with open and concealed renew in March an agreement 

factional struggle,” TASS said, under which it supports the price 

It said he attributed the fight- of Fijian sugar. 


life, fought a water cannon battle 
with the Vulcanus. 

Wilcox told Reuters on Sunday 
that the incident, not organised' 
by the Greenpeace environmen- 
talist group, was prompted by the 
Danish fishermen’s anger over 
the ocean incineration. 


2 Indians 

• • TV • *5 

join Fiji s 
ruling council 

SUVA (R) — Two ethnic Indians 
joined Fiji's army-backed ruling 
council on Monday, pledging to 
restore harmony between their 
own community and the indige- 
nous people of the South Pacific 
island state. 

Coup leader Col. Sitiveni 
Rabuka, self-proclaimed head of 
state, called on them to be. a 
direct link between his govern- 
ment and tiie Indian people who 
slightl y outnumber ethnic Rjians. 

The colonel was swearing in 
Irene Jai Naiayan as minister for 
Indian affaire and Ahma d Ali as 
minister without portfolio. 

Both were members of the 
Alliance Party, which led the 
country from independence from 
Britain in 1970 until last April 
when it lost elections to an Indi- 
an-dominated coalition led by de- 
posed Prime Minister Timoci 
Bavadra. 

Col. Rabuka has scrapped 
Fiji's power-sharing, multiracial 
constitution and declared the is- 
land nation a republic to press his 
aim for political superiority for 
indigenos Fijians over Indians. 

But he has promised to protect 
Indians, most of whom are de- 
scenders of indentured cane 
workers brought to Fiji by Britain 
at the turn of the last century. 

Ms. Narayan said she bad de- 
cided to accept her appointment 
because all Fijians must face 
reality. 

Mr. Ali said in a statement: 
“Most members of the Indian 
community are likely to spend 
their life here in HjL And when 
the dust has settled they will 


Najib: Afghan party seeks compromise 


MOSCOW (R) — Afghan leader 
Najib has said the ruling People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan 

(PDPA) was searching for com- 
promise with other political 
groups but aimed to remain the 
country’s leading force. 

Mr. Najib said on Sunday other 
parties would' be allowed to act 
legally and freely “provided that 
they work for peace.” His speech 
to a PDPA conference in Kabul 
was reported by the official 
Soviet News Agency TASS. 

“Going into a bloc of left-wing 
democratic parties, the PDPA 
will not lose its personality, it will 
remain the generally recognised 
leading national force,” he said. 

But he said governing by coali- 
tion meant “several parties united 
by a common policy of national 
reconciliation” would hold pow- 
er. The party wanted dialogue 
with the seven main Muslim renel 
groups fighting Kabul, he added. 

The seven guerrilla groups 
based in Pakistan have elected a 
veteran Islamic fundamentalist, 
Mo hamma d Younis Khalis, as 
first president of their alliance 
fighting the Kabul government, 


alliance sources said in Islamabad 
on Sunday. 

Neutral Sweden expressed wil- 
lingness on Sunday to join U.S. 
oil magnate Armand Hammer's 
plans for an Afghan settlement, 
but declined to say whether it was 
prepared to lead an international 
peacekeeping force there. 

Mr. Hammer, the 89-year old 
head of Occidental Petroleum, 
has visited Kabul, Moscow and 
Islamabad in recent days in a 
one-man crusade to end the nine- 
year war between Afghan gueril- 
las and the Soviet-backed Kabul 
government. 

He told Reuters in Islamabad 
that Sweden's deputy foreign 
minister had “indicated that 
Sweden would accept” a key role 
as leader of an international 
peacekeeping force in Afgha- 
nistan. 

In his speech in Kabul, Mr. 
Najib, who on Saturday tightened 
his grip on the PDPA by purging 
supporters of his ousted prede- 
cessor Babrak Karmal, acknow- 
ledged there were problems with 
party factionalism. 

“Speaking of unity in tbeparty 


Kim said he would push for the 
RDP to call its long-delayed 
national convention on Nov. 5 to 
endorse him as its official candi- 
date. 

“The Pusan rally demonstrated 
well to the pubuc who should 
become the opposition candidate. 
Mr. Kim Dae-Jung should be 
aware of this,” he said. 


ranks, Mr. Najib noted that for a 
protracted period the party was 
fraught with open and concealed 


ing to “the poor knowledge of 
scientific revolutionary theory 
among almost all the leading par- 
ty officials.” 

Mr. Najib also acknowledged 
errors in the party’s treatment of 
Afghan peasants, but said justice 
was being restored through new 
land policies. 

He said there had been no 
proletarian or socialist revolution 
in Afghanistan* declaring: 
“Whatever the enemies may say, 
our party i$ not a Communist 
one.’ 

Noting that the first and only 
PDPA congress had been held 23 
years ago, Mr. Najib said a 
second should be convened soon. 

He said the Soviet military 
force in Afghanistan, estimated 
by Western experts to number 
115,000 men, would withdraw as 
soon as Washington and other 
countries aiding the rebels en- 
sured non-mterference in Afghan 
internal affairs. 


The loss of aid and sugar sup- 
ports will cost Fiji about 10 mil- 
lion dollars ($6.5 million) a year. 
Acting Prime Minister Geof- 


frey Palmer also told a news 
conference after a cabinet meet- 
ing that the government had 
asked High Commissioner 
(Ambassador) Rod Gates to re- 
turn from Suva for discussions 
about other possible measures. 

Prime hamster David Lange is 
in Hawaii on his way home from a 
meeting of Commonwealth lead- 
ers in Vancouver. 

The package of measures was 
approved by the cabinet soon 
after Col. Rabuka staved his 


Rabuka staged his 
second coup. Implementation 
was postponed in the hope tha t 
0)1. Ramika might tom back 
from declaring a republic. 

Mr. Palmer said the cabinet 
was happy with a statement from 
the Vancouver conference that 
Fijfs membership of the Com- 
monwealth had lapsed. 
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Iraqi census reveals centenarians 

BAGHDAD (R) — The oldest person found during Iraq’s most 
extensive census ever was a woman aged 115 years, the Iraqi news 
agency said. It said she was found by officials making door-to- 
door calls in the western town of Anbar, while a man and a 
woman both aged 107 were reported in the holy dty of Karbala. 
The census involved a nine-hour curfew and 170,000 government 
workers. P lanning Minister Samal Majid Faraj was quoted by the 
agency as saying the census had been successful and the results 
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count a population of over 16 million, an increase of some four 
milli on over the last 1977 census. 

431 books taken off Seoul blacklist 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — More than 430 books were taken 
off a government blacklist Monday as part of South Korea’s 
current democratic reforms, the Culture and Information Minis- 
try said. Ministry offidals said the government lifted restrictions 
on 431 of 650 books by Korean and foreign authors. The 
production and public distribution of the books nad been banned 
as detrimental' to sodety and national security. Some of the 
books had been popular among dissidents and anti-government 
students. Minis try offi cials said restrictions on 181 books would 
remain because of what authorities called their advocacy of 
Communism or revolution, and that 38 other books would be 
given further consideration. Critics had contended that the 
t imposed strict controls on books in an effort to check 
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freedom of expression. 

Home brewing gives Soviets a headache 

MOSCOW 1 R) — A sharp rise in Soviet sugar consumption since 
the start of tne Kremlin's anti-alcohol drive indicates home- 
brewing is costing the state 20 billion roubles ($32 billion) in lost 
vodka sales, Pravda said on Monday. The Com m u n ist Party 
newspaper said sugar sales had increased by one million tonnes a 
year, enough to be turned into two billion pottles of moonshine. 
At current vodka prices of 10 roubles ($16) a bottle, it said, this 
meant illicit alcohol consumption had reached the equivalent of 
20 billion roubles ($32 billion) a year, or annual revenues from 
vodka, sales before the May 1985 anti-alcohol decree. “Official 
statistics show a reduction in consumption of vodka, but this is a 
deceptive statistic — it does not count home-brew," Pravda said. 
“The epidemic first engulfed the villages and has now also firmly 
settled into cities, where the availabmty of natural gas, running 
water and privacy has made it much easier.” 

Dead cat at issue in court battle 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Two Swedish women are locked in a court 
battle over the appetite of a dead cat. Its former owner vowed on 
Sunday to appeal a gains t a court ruling that she must pay a $50 bill 
for cat food to another woman who bought her house and got the 
hungry feline into the bargain. “The truth shall prevail, no matter 
the costs," the former owner, wbo preferred to remain anony- 
mous, told reporters. She. said the house buyer had accepted 
custody of the cat, named* Misan, as part of the deal. But the 
buyer, who took the case to court after Misan had devoured $50 
worth of food, says she had been promised reimbursement for 
feeding the cat until it could be put down. Misan went to its death 
two months before the trial in a district court at Hassleholm, a 
southern Swedish town, which also ordered the former owner to 
pay $60 in costs. . . ? , 

Searcher ‘finds’ site of miracle 

TEL AVIV (R) — Archaeologists believe they have identified the 
ate where Jesus performed the miracle of the fish and loaves, the 
Jerusalem Post has said. Dr. Rami Arav of Haifa University’s 
Golan Research Institute told the Post that Bethsaida was the 
third holiest Christian site in the Holy Land and the place where 
' Jesus performed die loaves and fishes mirade, cured a blind man 
and walked on the water. Arav said archaeologists had been 
divided over the exact location of the site. “We believe we have 
settled the controversy,” he told the Post, adding a major dig 
would begin at the site next January. The remnants indicatingthe 
location were found three kilometres north of the Sea of Gafilee 
at At TeD. The only mirade explicitly attributed to Bethsaida by 
scripture is the curing of the blind man, mentioned in the Book of 
Mane. Christian traditions vary on the settings of the other 
mirades that Arav linked to Bethsaida. 

Singer gives glasses, shirts to UNESCO 

TOKYO (AP) — Pop idol Michael Jackson on Monday wound up 
a month-long concert tour in Japan by donating for a charity 
auction some personal items, including T-shirts, a wind breaker 
s and glasses he wore during concerts. “Michael Jackson gave us a 
s total of 30 personalised items, some of which will be sent to us 
from the United States,” said Tamaki Obana, secretary general of 
the Japan Federation of UNESCO Associations. The items are to 
be sola at an auction in Tokyo ou Oct. 30 to raise funds to educate 
children in developing nations, she said. Sales of Jackson’s 
personal items have raised thousands of dollars for charities in the 
United States. In late September, Jackson donated $20,000 to the 
family of a 5-year-old boy who was kidnapped and murdered 
during his stay in Japan. Jackson's Japan tour began Sept. 9 and 
touched off a spell of “Michael fever.” Tickets For his concerts 
were sold out hours after they went on sale. The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation promotes educa- 
tional and cultural activities throughout the world. 

Opera Hemingway debuts in Havana 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The debut of an opera about American 
author Ernest Hemingway by Soviet composer Yuri Kasarian 
opened a lyrical art festival in Havana, the Cuban news agency 
Prensa Latina said Sunday. Kasarian, an Armenian, said Heming- 
way inspired him because his “life and literary work demonstrated 
that the love for humanity is expressed not onlv with words but 
also giving all of oneself,” Prensa Latina said in a dispatch 
received in Mexico City. Havana was chosen for the first 
performance Saturday because Hemingway spent some of his 
most productive years in Cuba, the agency quoted Kasarian as 
saying. His novel, the Old Man . ,and the Sea, is about a Cuban 
fisherman. Ten countries in addition to Cuba are participating in 
the 1st Havana International Festival of Lyric Art. 

Homeless live in camp near Malibu 


MA LIBU, California (AP) — About 30 homeless people are 
camjjmg near the oceanfront homes of celebrities Johnny Carson 











